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MOTHERS’ NATIONAL DEFENSE FUND, SEATTLE; 
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PLUS INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCES BY: 

Meg Christian-Pat Parker ’Teresa Trull 

MARCH 3, PETALUMA: Veteran Memorial Building, 8pm; Minerva 
Productions (707) 795-3617 ■ MARCH 11, SEATTLE: H. U. B. Hall, 

University of Washington, 8pm; Lesbian Mothers’ National Defense 
Fund and A. S. U. W. Women’s Commission (206) 284-2290 or 282-5798 
MARCH 12, PORTLAND: Neighbors of Woodcraft Hall, 8pm; Woman Energy 
(503) 236-0330 ■ MARCH 17 & 18, LOS ANGELES: Robert Frost Auditorium, 

8pm; Women on Wheels (213) 483-0522 or 820-5911 (The March 18 concert is 
especially for women.) ■ MARCH 21, C. I. W.: Music Inside/Out ■ MARCH 24 
& 25, SAN JOSE: McCabe Hall, 8pm; Jomama (415) 549-0755 (The March 

24 concert is especially for women.)*TICKETS $5.00 (sixteen and under, $2.50)-Check your local women’s 
bookstore. Or, to order by mail, send check or money order (payable to Olivia Records) to: Tickets, 2662 
Harrison, Oakland CA 94612. Be sure to specify city and date. Your order must be postmarked at least two 
weeks before the concert. CHILDCARE will be provided at all concerts. For childcare or ticket information, 
call the numbers listed above. All concert locations are wheelchair accessible. 




IN THE BEST INTERESTS 
OF THE CHILDREN 


A FILM ABOUT LESBIAN MOTHERS 
AND CHILD CUSTODY 


16 mm COLOR DOCUMENTARY, 52 MIN. 
AVAILABLE NOW FOR SALE OR RENTAL 

Iris Film 
Box 5353A 
Berkeley, CA 94705 
PRICES FOR SALE: $550. RENTAL: $60. 
J 7 know of no special problems that the Lesbian mother has except 
that she is constantly oppressed by the attitudes of our society, 
and has to deal with that with her children:” 

- BERNICE AUGENBRAUN, M.S, W„ FROM THE FILM 
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Perspectives 

Was King Tut A Woman? 

Anthropologists Offer Evidence 


Many secrets remained hidden be¬ 
hind the mask of Tutankhamun. They 
were never intended to be revealed during 
his lifetime or following his death. There 
was good reason for the secrecy that sur¬ 
rounded King Tutankhamun’s birth, life 
and death, and the great efforts that were 
made to keep forever hidden the location 
of his tomb. 

Tutankhamun, the now famous and 
celebrated King of Egypt of the Eight¬ 
eenth Dynasty was a woman! Tutankha¬ 
mun was the second daughter of Akhena- 
ton and Nefertiti. The mummified remains 
of Tutankhamun are the remains of a 
female who was pregnant with twins at the 
time of death. Death was caused by com¬ 
plications of pregnancy and childbirth. 

At the time of Akhenaton’s death, 
there was no male heir apparent to the 
throne of Egypt. Akhenaton and Nefertiti 
had three daughters. There were no male 
children bom of their union. Smenkhkara, 
the husband of Meritaton, the eldest daugh¬ 
ter of Akhenaton and Nefertiti died at 
about the same time as Akhenaton. To 
avert a crisis in the desperate situation ex¬ 
isting by a vacant throne, without a suc¬ 
cessor to Akhenaton, Nefertiti adopted 
the name of Smenkhkara and assumed the 
role of King Smenkhkara, King of the 
Egyptian Empire. The name Nefertiti there¬ 
after became obscured in Egyptian history. 

The masquerade was not difficult for 



Nefertiti to maintain so long as the capi- 
tol remained at Tell El Amama. She was 
assisted by her father Ay, who had been 
grand vizier and general overseer of all the 
affairs of Akhenaton’s court, except for 
those divinations, which endowments were 
exclusively within the province of the god- 
king concept of Akhenaton’s being. Ay’s 
wife, Tyi, was nurse to Nefertiti’s house¬ 
hold and probably played no minor role in 
aiding Nefertiti in maintaining her disguise. 

The Egyptian Empire became stag¬ 
nant and had fallen into a state of decline 
under the rulership of Akhenaton. This 
was especially true after the capitol was 
moved from Thebes to Tell El Amama. 

The priesthoods of Thebes had lost 
much of their power and had become im¬ 
poverished without the patronage of the 
king and official worship and recognition 
of Amun. The situation did not improve 
under the brief reign of King Smenkhkara. 
It soon became necessary to move the 
capitol back to Thebes in an attempt to 
strengthen the empire. A part of this plan 
included the return to the religious wor¬ 
ship of Amun and the re-establishment 
and strengthening of the priesthoods. Ne¬ 
fertiti’s beauty had been too well-known 
and her popularity too-well-established 
throughout Thebes during the earlier years, 
to risk continuing with the masquerade, 
she was well known to older members of 
the priesthoods and could not deceive 
them in playing the role of King Smenkhkara. 

The situation was desperate, but did 
not present such crisis as did the deaths of 
Smenhkara and Akhenaton. There was 
still no male heir to assume the throne, but 
the ever resourceful Nefertiti found a solu¬ 
tion in the form of her nine year old daugh¬ 
ter Maktaten, the second child of Akhena¬ 
ton and Nefertiti. It would be relatively 
easy to pass off a flat-chested nine year 
old girl as a nine year old boy. Maktaten 
was unknown to the Court of Thebes, hav¬ 
ing been born at Tell El Amama. With the 
aid of her father Ay and his wife Tyi, the 
scheme was put into action. Maktaten’s 
name was changed to Tutankhaton and 
she was cast into the role of a male, en¬ 
dowed with all the vestiges of kingship. To 
complete the disguise, a marriage was an¬ 
nounced between Tutankhaton and Ankhe- 
senpaaton, a younger sister, the third 
daughter of Akhenaton and Nefertiti. Their 



names were later changed to Tutankhamun 
and Ankhesenamun to enhance their re¬ 
ception as King and Queen of Egypt upon 
the removal of the capitol back to Thebes, 
and the return to the worship of Amun. 

The hoax was carried out successful¬ 
ly, Maktaten, with the adopted name of 
Tutankhamun ruled Egypt without any 
suspicion of her true identity, for the next 
ten years under the ever watchful super¬ 
vision of Nefertiti with the assistance of 
Ay and his wife Tyi. But, even so, as fre¬ 
quently happens, young ladies manage to 
become pregnant. 

The fact that Tutankhamun was preg¬ 
nant did not present a great problem. The 
kings of Egypt were living gods and were 
not limited to a totally definable mascu¬ 
line gender in every respect. The god 
Osiris was considered both male and fe¬ 
male, capable of rebirth. Osiris was the 
sovereign over death and the promise of 
life renewed, immortality. 

If Tutankhamun had given birth to a 
male child, the child would have been the 
natural successor to the throne upon 
Tutankhamun’s death. The birth of a male 
child to Tutankhamun would have perpet¬ 
uated the belief in the divine origin of the 
kings of Egypt. But, it was not meant to 
be; Tutankhamun died in labor, due to 
complications in trying to give birth to 
twins. 

The twin fetuses were removed from 
the body of Tutankhamun upon her death, 
mummified 4nd placed in separate coffins 
within the tomb. The name Tutankhamun 
was inscribed upon each of these small 
coffins. 

There are several other elements that 
lend support to the theory that Tutankha¬ 
mun was a female, and that she was the se- 
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cond daughter of Nefertiti. There was a 
great similarity of physical features, in¬ 
cluding body size and structure, and the 
elongated head of Tutankhamun, com* 
pared to that of Akhenaton* 

There is a total lack of records of 
birth of Tutankhamun and her early life 
prior to her assuming the kingship of E* 
gypt The fact that there were no male off¬ 
spring bom to Akhenaton and Nefertiti to 
inherit the throne, and with the great con¬ 
cern over a royal successor to Akhenaton, 
it is highly unlikely that Tutankhamun’s 
birth would have gone unnoticed and un¬ 
recorded, There would have been such ju¬ 
bilation and fanfare over the birth of a 
male heir to the throne; that fact would 
have been recorded in detail, in paintings 
and monuments, to the new prince of 
Egypt, Many statues and monuments 
would have been constructed in his honor 
illustrating a robust infant and young boy 
growing into manhood. No such records 
are known to exist. More convincing evi¬ 
dence of Tutankhamun’s sex and cause of 
death is revealed by the mummy itself. 
The unusual character and length of the 
incision on the left side of the abdomen 
gives the impression that an attempt was 
made to save the lives of the unborn fe¬ 
tuses (infants) upon the death of Tutankha¬ 
mun. 

Iron objects found in the tomb were 
probably medical instruments used in an 
operation to remove the unborn infants 
from the body of the mother immediately 
following death. Death came slowly and 
the decision to try and save the infants 
was made too late. 

The distension of the abdominal wall 
which is readily apparent on the right side 
of the mummy, and the presence of the 
mummified remains of two fetuses placed 
in separate coffins within the tomb, lend 
strong support to the theory of pregnancy 
and the cause of death, 

A large oblong box found in the room 
with the mummy containing a germinated 
figure of Osiris filled with silt from the 
Nile River bed and planted with com, was 
symbolic of a pregnant Tutankhamun 
from whom life would spring forth in the 
unborn fetuses upon the advent of Tutan- 
khamun’s rebirth, or renewed life. 

There was great secrecy in the man¬ 
ner in which Tutankhamun* $ entombment 
was carried out and the pains taken to pre¬ 
vent discovery of its location. The efforts 
proved successful, for more than three 
thousands years passed before its dis¬ 
covery and its secrets revealed. 

Thus was the great mystery and se¬ 
crecy surrounding the birth, life and death 
of King Tutankhamun, 

— if. Reid, reprinted from She 


By Cheri Lesh 

Many feminists are still not aware of 
the meaning of the 8 Great Sabbats cele¬ 
brated by Witches. ( As one woman com¬ 
mented, “I want to tell my daughter the 
difference between Winter Solstice and 
Christmas, But I don’t know what the dif¬ 
ference is!” Here is a brief explanation of 
the meaning of the Sabbats. The tradi¬ 
tions referred to are almost all Celtic or 
European. 

Samhain-Hallowman Oct* 31 - Nov, 1 

Samhain is the Witch’s New Year. 
If it seems peculiar to begin a New Year at 
the onset of Winter, remember that life 
which begins in the womb floats uncon¬ 
scious and dreaming, as the earth cloaked 
with snow waits quietly for the warmth of 
spring, Samhain is one of the great Celtic 
fire-festivals* In Scotland, those partici¬ 
pating in a ceremony would wait until the 
last embers had burned out and then sud¬ 
denly take to their heels calling out, '‘The 
cropped black sow take the hindemosti” 
Probably a reference to Cerridwen (often 
portrayed as a black sow) in her Hag as¬ 
pect, possibly an echo of a time when 
human sacrifice was offered. This is the 
time of year when the separation between 
the worlds is thinnest. Spirits of the dead 
and familiar or “supernatural” spirits are 
closest to us now. The dead should be 
welcomed into our memories at this rite 
with love and respect. That which has died 
must be relinquished-we must let go of 
our loved ones that they may find their 
new path and let go of our past so we may 
find our own path. We must acknowledge 


our own darkness, taste it, drink deeply of 
it, and ultimately accept it. Death is the 
portal into rebirth. The phoenix rises* 
Winter Solstice Dec, 21-22 

Winter Solstice is a time of death, 
flowing away,nioon-wane and water-ebb, 
transfiguration and the rebirth of light. It 
is sacred to the Elder Mother and other 
wise woman figures of mythology. Many 
Sun-God cults believed that the Sun God 
was born on Winter Solstice. This explains 
why Jesus 1 birthday, originally charted as 
having happened in the summer, was sud¬ 
denly switched to Dec. 25 by the threat¬ 
ened-hut crafty-Catholic Church, Since 
this is the time when the sun is farthest 
from the earth, our fore-Mothers built a 
large bonfire, a little earth-sun, to coax the 
sun to return after the long winter. This 
sympathetic magic worked as a sort of 
psychic lasso to capture the sun and pull it 
back to earth before it could escape and 
leave the world forever cold and dark. Our 
ancestors, empirical scientists that they 
were, observed that this custom had the 
desired effect, since every winter was fol¬ 
lowed by a spring. So they kept doing it. 
Superstitious maybe--but you notice that 
in recent years the weather has gotten 
colder and colder*-mayhe a little supersti¬ 
tion is necessary to right the cosmic bal¬ 
ance.] 

Oimele-Candlemas-Lady Day Feb* 1-2 

The Universal Event represented by 
Candlemas is the quickening of Life, cele¬ 
bration of the waxing Light. Spring begins 
kicking feebly within the womb of the 
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frozen earth. The days grow longer, the 
first thaws come, snows begin to melt. 
Traditionally, Oimelc is a time of initia¬ 
tion for new Witches since Oimelc repre¬ 
sents the waxing light of the soul as well as 
the physical light of the sun. This feast of 
the flame (symbolized by torch, hearth, 
candle) is a celebration in honor of Bride, 
Brigetis, or Bridget. The fire of the old 
year was ceremoniously extinguished and 
the new fire was kindled and blessed. The 
new fire, made by rubbing two sticks to¬ 
gether, was called “need-fire” or “wild¬ 
fire,” as it was a gift from the woods and 
the deities of nature, not a domestic crea¬ 
ture created by human will. 

Spring Equinox-Ostara March 20-21 

This Sabbat symbolizes the return of 
Persephone from the underworld to re¬ 
unite with her mother Demeter, The sleep¬ 
ing Goddess wakes, animals drop their 
young, children conceived during the 
Great Sex Rites of Midsummer are bom. 
The Christian holiday “Easter” comes 
from the old Pagan festival O star a which 
in turn is related to Estms , which means a 
female’s most fertile, sexual time. This is 
the time when both animal and plant life 
display their life-giving power, a time of 
birth and growth. This explains why eggs 
and notoriously fertile rabbits, such in¬ 
congruous symbols for the Christian res¬ 
urrection, predominate at this time. Hot 
Cross buns, another symbol which Chris¬ 
tians like to claim as their own, also go 
back to Pagan rituals and originally sym¬ 
bolized the Vulva, sacred source of life. 
Traditionally, bonfires blazed from every 
hilltop at Ostara. As far as their light 


reaches the fields will be fruitful and the 
houses on which they shine will be warm 
with love, safe from conflagration or sick¬ 
ness. 

May Eve-Beltane April 30-May 1 

May Eve is sacred to Maia, Flora and 
Fauna, the Goddess in her flowering 
Maiden aspect. This festival was tradi¬ 
tionally celebrated with cakes and wine, a 
fire festival and orgiastic lovemaking. It is 
hypothesized that this was also a time of 
human sacrifice, but in more recent times 
the “sacrifice” consisted of leaping over 
the blazing bonfire three times. Young 
people would carry torches through the 
orchards crying “More fruit than leaves!” 
and other encouragements to the trees. 
Sometimes they pretended to threaten the 
trees; “Bear fruit or be burnt!” They also 
practiced “swiving” in the com fields, be¬ 
lieving that their love-making would help 
the crops grow tall. Obviously Pagan peo¬ 
ples perceive a common life force flowing 
through all things, seeing all growth as 
connected, interwoven by She who month¬ 
ly spins and unravels the moon. 

Summer Solstice-Litha June 20-21 

Summer Solstice is the longest day 
of the year, symbolic of passion, maturity, 
and consumation, the Hieros Gamos (Sac- 
cred Union) of human hearts and the wild¬ 
ness of Nature. Also called Litha, after a 
Goddess of Light and Flame, this festival 
is sacred to the Fire Queens of Love; Aph¬ 
rodite, Heartha, Vesta, Rhea. According 
to medieval writers, the three principle 
features of the Midsummer festival were 


the bonfires, a procession around the fields 
carrying torches and the custom of rolling 
a blazing wheel (symb olic of the sun) down 
a hill into a body of water. It was tradition¬ 
al in most areas for young couples to leap 
over the bonfire hand in hand, often cry¬ 
ing, “May the hemp grow three ells high! 
(Pot-fanciers, take notice). Theoretically 
the crops would grow as high as the flames 
blazed. 

Lughnasad-Lammas August 1-2 

This festival commemorates the in¬ 
crease of plenty and the decrease of days. 
The days grow shorter, summer declines 
into fall. It is a time of reversal, of over 
throw of the old order. The scorching reign 
of the sun draws to a close. This festival 
was sacred to Tailteann (pronounced 
“tawl-teen”), the Celtic Goddess who re¬ 
presents the sheltering darkness in which 
the seeds of life germinate. This first har¬ 
vest honors the sacred trinity of flourish¬ 
ing growth; the Sun as the awakener of Life, 
the Earth, clothed with life as with a cloak 
of green, and Tailteann, the secret nour- 
isher, mysterious life-force. This fire festi- * 
val also celebrates the triumph of the Lady 
of Plenty; Habondia, Freya, Hulda. It may 
seem strange, but this Harvest feast-time 
was also revered as a mourning day for 
dead kinfolk and is believed to be the time 
when kings were sacrificed. This is only 
contradictory when seen in terms of mod¬ 
ern-day polarities however. To Pagans, 
life and death are all part of a circular 
continuum. The first Harvest marks the 
fullness of the season. Life fulfills its cycle 
and leads to life anew. The eternal chain 
of life circles back upon itself, evolving 
and unbroken from time immemorial. 
Autumnal Equinox-Mabon Sept, 20-21 

This is the time of rejoicing, the time 
of harvest and plenty. The first rains of 
winter fall and relieve the scorched earth. 
Grapes are crushed into intoxicating wine. 
The unsane visions of Dionysius (the Di¬ 
vine Androgyne) reign supreme. This is 
the Festival of Finishing Fruits, Turning 
Leaves, Homecoming and Release. The 
Celtic word for this festival, Mabon, is re¬ 
lated to Queen Mab, Queen of the Faeries 
and Mistress of Dreams. In o!d times, 3 
day harvest revelries were held, and much 
wine, mead and fermented mare’s milk 
was drunk. A good time was had by all and 
prophecy became available to the masses. 

This festival is also sacred to Deme¬ 
ter and Kore. Thanks is given to the Com 
Mother, the Lady of Grains, life-giver and 
life-sustainer. This is the time of year when 
the Elusinian Mysteries were celebrated 
in Greece. The old year culminates in 
fruitfulness and ecstasy, the Wheel turns, 
and a new year begins. 
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Disabled Women 
Taking Control 


By Barbara Roth 

I rode the elevator with a blind 
women. It was Friday evening at the 
IWY Conference in Houston, and the 
hotels were still unfamiliar to most of 
us. As the elevator stopped, most of us 
got out, including the blind womon. As 
she asked directions, one of the other 
wimmin started to turn her body in the 
right direction* The blind womon said, 
“Please take your hands off me. I’m 
sure you meant well, but Td rather 
you just tell me if it’s to the right or 
the left.” 

There was an uncomfortable si¬ 
lence. Such moments are rarely com¬ 
fortable, but we desperately need them, 
H sisterhood means anything, it means 
changing that within ourselves which 
oppresses. 

Prejudice against the disabled is 
not new. It is as ancient and deeply in¬ 
grained as white racism and class ism. 
Yet disabled wimmin are making their 
voices heard. They were more visible 
at the IWY Conference than at any 
other Conference I have ever attended. 
While aspects of the Houston meeting 
could and should have been made 
more accessible to them,there was a 
sincere attempt not to let architectur¬ 
al or sensory barriers exclude them. 

Choice, Not Institutionalisation 

At IWY, the original resolution on 
disabled wimmin stressed the enforce¬ 
ment of all existing Federal laws designed 
to benefit the disabled and protect their 
rights. And it called for the expansion of 
these laws to affect educational programs, 
transportation, communications, child cus¬ 
tody, access to buildings and access to 
community- based, de - institutional! zed 
care for the disabled. It also called for the 
extension of Medicare and Medicaid cov¬ 
erage to meet the special health needs of 
disabled wimmin, and official U.S. partic¬ 
ipation in and funding for the International 
Year of the Handicapped in 1981. 

This resolution was introduced by a 
deaf womon. But before debate could be¬ 
gin, another disabled womon rose to pro¬ 
pose a substitute resolution. While the ori¬ 
ginal proposal was a good, solid reform, 
the substitution was positively revolution¬ 
ary. 

It included both physically and men¬ 
tally disabled wimmin, stressing that all 
should be able to choose whether or not to 


be institutionalized. More than that, it put 
the disabled in control of all policy making 
and implementation of services for the 
disabled. The substitution also stressed 
the special problems faced by disabled 
mothers and wimmin who wish to become 
mothers. Frequently doctors, because of 
their own ignorance and prejudice, coun¬ 
sel disabled wimmin not be become moth¬ 
ers and/or counsel disabled mothers not 
to keep their children. The amendment 
condemned this practice and called for 
more responsible counselling by physi¬ 
cians in general. 

In addition, the amendment said that 
whenever and wherever interpretive ser¬ 
vices are offered, that this be interpreted 
to include sign-language and Braille. 

In the hopes of passing their substi¬ 
tute resolution by acclamation, the dis¬ 
abled wimmin did have to make some ear¬ 
lier compromises of not mentioning repro¬ 
ductive freedom or sexual preference. A 
moment of humor came when one anti- 
feminist delegate asked the Chair to read 
again the part of the substitution having 
to do with abortion. The Chair replied, 
“There is no mention of abortion/ 1 

When the amended resolution was 
finally voted on, the same “pro-family” 
delegates who had voted against Child 
Care, Child Abuse, Business, Battered 
Women and Arts and Humanities, also 
voted against the Disabled Women resolu¬ 
tion. 

What made this so insulting was that 
these same delegates had minutes before, 
voted in favor of the Credit resolution. 
Credit passed by acclamation. Disabled 
Women did not. 

Sign Language Learned 

After the conference I spent a few 
days in Austin, Texas, where the feminist 
community includes many deaf wimwin. 
Consequently, a number of feminists and 
lesbians there have learned or are learning 
sign-language. This is an optimistic note. 

Working on the discrimination which 
the disabled face represents a giant step 
forward for feminism. It*s akin to femin¬ 
ists 1 recognition that racism, classism, 
ageism, and looksism oppress, as sexism 
does, and that a real wimmin’s revolution 
must struggle against them all. Disabled 
wimmin have raised questions on how ap¬ 
pearance affects how wimmin are treated. 

Their work in this area directly bene¬ 
fits all of us who are subjected to looks!st 
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oppression, and in particular, fat wimmin. 
Disabled and fat wimmin suffer from a 
number of the same or similar oppres¬ 
sions, and this could be a natural basis for 
the formation of a coalition between us. 

I thank disabled wimmin for including 
us in their community, thereby strength¬ 
ening our committment to fight for the lib¬ 
eration of all wimmin. 

ALtTHQR'S NOTE; I wrote this article because 
the JWY Conference marks a quantum leap in my 
consciousness about the disabled, 

I have used many words in this article 
which refer to sensory data: "seen ,” “visible, ” 
“heard, " etc It occurs to me that disabled wim¬ 
min (in particular the blind and deaf) might feet 
that these words should not be used in such an 
article. Because avoiding such language seemed 
to make the article more oblique and difficult to 
read, I have left these words in. If I have offend¬ 
ed any disabled sisters, I am sorry ; this was not 
my intent This is the first time that I have writ¬ 
ten about the disabled, I would very much ap¬ 
preciate criticism on both the language and con¬ 
tent of this article. 

Barbara Ruth is a lesbian feminist writer 
from Michigan. She is a roving correspon¬ 
dent for The Lesbian Tide and is current¬ 
ly traveling around the country with her part¬ 
ner Kathy Fire , writing about the lesbian 
movement . She and Fire will be in England 
this spring to visit lesbian communities there. 
Ruth has published extensively in various 
publications, including The Lesbian Tide, 
Hera, Gay Community News, etc. 


Mar./Apr. • 7 


u Prrwi i nV A I aui h a e. 










California State Drug Abuse Director, Josette Mondanaro t fought as an out-front lesbian for her job and 
won « 
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Profile: 

Josette 

Mondanaro 

The Dyke 
and the Governor 

By Jeanne Cordova 

With accuracy, top California politi¬ 
cians have called Doctor Josette Monda¬ 
naro competent, brilliant, vulgar and a 
bitch. To these proud titles I would add 
that the highest ranking known California 
lesbian is also an ardent feminist, a tough 
New York born dyke, and “modified vege¬ 
tarian,” 

Armed with tape recorder and skepti¬ 
cism I elbowed my way through a recent 
up-town gay rally at the swank Beverly 
Wilshire, determined to learn whether this 
woman was one of us. 

“I’ve read your magazine,. . of course 
I’m a feminist,” Josette Mondanaro 
looked a little incredulous as if to suggest, 
“Isn’t everyone?” Perhaps it was the 
same Incredulity at having her beliefs and 
lifestyle questioned that led this woman to 
fight and win a battle that few would have 
dared enter. 

The 32 year old California State Drug 
Abuse Director inadvertently made head¬ 
lines recently when Governor Jerry Brown 
fired her allegedly for writing an “ob¬ 
scene” letter on state stationery. The gra¬ 
phic letter, which was addressed to a 
personal friend and used down-home lan¬ 
guage to describe what Mondanaro thought 
of a university instructor who publically 
called for tolerance toward child molesters, 
was stolen from her files and given to 
Brown. 

Canned by Brown on the pretense of 
this letter, Mondanaro appealed her firing 
to her supervisors, the State Personnel 
Board, And the circus began. 

One would have to study history to 
recall a time when so many high officials 
tripped over each other trying not to trip 
over each other. To make a political story 
short, it came out that the real reasons 
behind Mondanaro's firing were: a) the 
governor feared it would come out that a 
known lesbian wrote the letter (and 
worked for his administration), b) her su¬ 
pervisor, Health and Welfare Secretary 
Mario Obledo, was furious with her be¬ 
cause she refused to upgrade the test 
scores of several friends he wanted to hire, 


c) Mondanaro was prioritizing and funding 
drug programs for women. 

Calling her an “outstanding em¬ 
ployee,” the State Personnel Board gave 
her back her job. The Board ruled that 
using state stationery for such a letter was 
“an error in judgment,” but was not ser¬ 
ious enough to warrant firing. 

Normal Life 

At the coffee shop after her speech, 
the highly verbal Mondanaro paused now 
and then as if to question her new reality. 
More than once she asked, rhetorically, 
“When do things return to normal life?” 

For Josette, normal life was coming 
from a working class background and stu¬ 
dying hard to get through medical school 
which her parents sacrificed to afford. 
Normal life was a dozen years of work 
dedicated to helping drug addicts. Normal 
life was the daily earning of a reputation as 
a competent and caring professional wom¬ 
en, Normal life was being routinely open 
about her sexual preference. Normal Life 
was a short lifetime of small, courageous 
steps which culminated with winning the 
support of her co-workers and the rank 
and file California civil servant. Del Mar¬ 
tinez, Los Angeles social worker, called 
Mondanaro “the most responsive person” 
to sit in her position, Martinez recounted 
how Mondanaro personally cut red tape to 
expedite a check which prevented fifty 
employees from going home one week 
without their pay checks. A recent poll of 
state employees showed that most of 
Mondanaro’s co-workers believed politics 
was behind her firing. 

Asked how the Brown Administration 
views employing gays, Josette was brief. 


“Word Is Out- You're Gay” 

“Terrible. Outrageous!” Earlier she told 
an audience of a thousand gays and a 
dozen political figures, “When Jerome 
Lackner (Health Department Director) 
first asked me to take this job, he didn't 
ask my sexual preference.” Two days later 
however, the Director called her back and 
said, “Word is out that you’re gay.” Mon¬ 
danaro told him, “No, I’m a lesbian.” {Her 
prospective boss didn’t see a difference!). 
Lackner told her, “People in the admin¬ 
istration are afraid that hiring an open 
lesbian might hurt the Governor in his 
Presidental hid.” Mondanaro was shocked. 

“I was so far down on the totem pole I 
didn't think anyone would notice.” 

As it happened, one and a half years 
later, Brown picked on the wrong dyke, 
walked into a political mess, and everyone 
noticed. 

“When they fired me they were bank¬ 
ing that I wouldn't appeal because my 
sexuality would be revealed,” Josette ex¬ 
plains the establishment's naivete. “But 
there were only two people I was worried 
about—my parents.” Josette had told her 
parents that she was a lesbian years ago, 
but she knew it might be quite a different 
thing for their neighbors to know it also. 
So she flew home to tell them that their 
daughter's sexuality was about to become 
a public issue. “My mother, who has a 
fouler tongue than I do though I know 
that's hard to believe, said, J don’t give 
two shits. You're my daughter and I love 
you.' ” Mondanaro went, on to tell her 
audience, “My father wrote a beautiful, 
heart-rending letter to the Governor. It 
forced some people to consider that les¬ 
bians are not hatched-we do have parents. 
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And contrary to what Anita Bryant says 
about * Saving Our Children,’ many of our 
parents don’t believe we need saving... in 
fact they’re very proud of us.” 

No Politician Here? 

But neither pride nor courage pays 
the rent, and after the storm Josette is 
having to assess her future carefully. Two 
days after she was reinstated, she an¬ 
nounced she would leave her job in July 
because she didn’t want to be part of the 
Brown administration’s re-organization 
plan. ‘‘I don’t agree with their diagnosis 
(of what’s wrong with California’s Health 
Department), so I don’t want to be part of 
the treatment,’’she explained. Since that 
time co-workers, politicians, and feminists 
have asked, will she get into politics? 

“A lot of people asked me to run 
against Brown in the primaries,” she re¬ 
vealed, “and I considered this as a way to 
get the issues out. But the hearing made 
the issues public, that’s been accom¬ 
plished.” While not denying that a politi¬ 
cal career could be an option, for the 
immediate future Mondanaro insisted she 
would remain in drug abuse work. “I don’t 
really want to be a politician,” she ex¬ 
plained, “Health is what I am good at, so 
that’s where I’ll stay. I’d rather be a good 
administrator working for someone I agree 
with.” 

This simple ambition, however, could 
be difficult to attain. “In the past compe¬ 
tence has always been the criterion,” she 
sighs. “Now, being known as a ‘notorious 
lesbian’ ” could make potential employers 
see her as a “political liability.” Hearing 
that she’d been fired, one county offered 
Mondanaro an attractive position. After 
the hearing and publicity, they had se¬ 
cond thoughts. “There’s always the 
chance someone will feel hiring me will 
make the governor mad... funds could be 
cut. This sort of thing happens.” 

Nevertheless, Mondanaro spoke of 
plans to go to San Diego in the summer 
and put together a corporation which 
would bid for drug program funds. The 
program she speaks of also includes a 
project for a women’s therapeutic com¬ 
munity. Many have suggested that the 
gifted woman could do more for women’s 
and gays’ health if she did enter politics, 
and rumors continue, she’s giving the idea 
thought. 

For now, Josette Mondanaro is a les¬ 
bian who bravely stood when her time 
came, and she appears to be a woman who 
will stand again when the time is right. 

Editor’s Note: Mondanaro needs contributions 
to help pay off her $10,000 defense debt. Checks 
and communications can be sent to her in care of 
The San Francisco Women’s Center at 63 Brady 
Street, S.F., CA 94103. 


Judy Grahn; 

Printing, Power 
& Permanence 

By Sharon McDonald 

If you were a woman in 1969 who 
wanted to start a printing and publishing 
operation just for women, but you had no 
money and no experience, what would you 
do? Artist Wendy Cadden and poet Judy 
Grahn skipped the money and experience, 
substituted determination, innovation, 
and nerve, and co-founded the Women’s 
Press Collective. Under their inexperienc¬ 
ed care, the press published for 7 years, 
carried 18 titles, and distributed writing 
that has reached women all over the world. 

Manuscripts and Mosquitos 

Learning to tell the binding from the 
blanket wash was even harder than it 
seems. Judy recalls, “No women that we 
had ever heard of in the entire UNI¬ 
VERSE had any experience as printers, 
and the men wouldn’t even talk to us. We 
tried classes at trade schools but the men 
wouldn’t teach us anything. So we got hold 
of a piece of equipment and a manual and 
taught ourselves by taking it apart and 
putting in back together. Very tedious!” 

From this modest beginning, the 
Women’s Press Collective was soon set up 
in an equally modest basement shared by 
hordes of mosquitos that would run 
through the press and come out on the 
pages as part of the book. Other women 
joined them to work and learn. They 
bought the press with $500 donated by 
Ruth Gottstein, who had seen Woman To 
Woman, a now rare collection of women’s 
poetry and graphics that Grahn and Cad¬ 
den had painstakingly mimeographed and 
distributed on buses and in laundromats. 

The editing process for Woman To 
Women was unique; they asked 60 wom¬ 
en (“our frinds, our neighbors”) to read 
the selections they’d collected. Judy des¬ 
cribed the reactions: “Some of the things, 
like the S.C.U.M. Manifesto, would send 
people up the wall, they’d die laughing or 
they’d get furious or they’d say, ‘That’s the 
most outrageous thing I’ve ever heard of.’ 
So those were the things we put IN.” They 
were operating under their own definition 
of art: “Art is not a picture hanging in a 
frame on one person’s wall somewhere. 
Art provokes people, art is useful, it’s the 
opposite of pressed flowers in a book.” 



Judy Grahn, lesbian poet author of Edward The 
Dyke’ and The Common Woman’ brings new 
energy to Diana Press. 


In 1977, Grahn and Cadden left the 
Women’s Press Collective and joined the 
women of Diana Press, who were moving 
from Baltimore to Oakland. Five Women’s 
Press women remained to continue the 
work of the press for a time and fill orders, 
but it soon folded. The problems were 
familiar: exhaustion, (“There are only so 
many times you can stand to reprint some¬ 
thing.”) not enough equipment and no 
money in sight to buy more, no salaries, 
not enough women who could make a long 
term committment to keeping the press 
functioning, and no financial know-how to 
get the press solvent in the first place. 

Power is No Privilege 

While the concrete realities of old 
equipment and few funds were obvious, 
other problems had been harder to recog¬ 
nize. One of the most demoralizing, Judy 
feels, was having to fight the concept of 
“privilege.” “We were being continual¬ 
ly criticized for having the ‘privilege’ of hav¬ 
ing a press. There’s a male supremicist 
viewpoint that says that if you have some¬ 
thing, it’s a privilege. And since women 
aren’t supposed to have anything, if we do 
manage to get something it’s called a privi¬ 
lege. People who believe this feel that 
there’s a terribly large danger that women 
might get too much privilege. We got 
caught up in trying to treat as a privilege 
something that is a right. It’s women’s 
right to have access to media.” 

They wanted to join forces with more 
women who shared the same vision and 
perception about the need for women’s in- 
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dependent presses and who could provide 
more resources. By the fall of 1977, Cad- 
den, Grahn, and the bulk of the Women’s 
Press Collective had become part of Diana 
Press. 

The Rape of Diana 

On October 25, 1977, Diana Press 
was vandalized by someone who knew how 
press out of business 
was spectacular. Presses were inrown 
adjustment and covered with ink, 
Comet cleanser, brake fluid, chemicals 
and paint. Ink was poured in the typeset¬ 
ting machine, and 5,000 copies of Rita 
Mae Brown’s Plain Brown Rapper and 
4,500 copies of Lesbian Lives by Bar¬ 
bara Grier and Coletta Reid were destroy¬ 
ed, Copy and artwork, the result of hun¬ 
dreds of hours of work, were ripped up, ne¬ 
gatives scratched, plates bent. Even a 
small adding machine was pierced by a 
screwdriver forced into the mechanism. 








The clever and selective destruction 
of Diana machinery and work have led 
some women to suspect other feminists, 
political opponents of the Feminist Econom¬ 
ic Network, with which Diana is associated. 
For the last two years political disagree¬ 
ments between pro-FEN and anli-FEN 
women have become more and more heat¬ 
ed. Diana has been under criticism from 
anti-FEN women, and it was in this atmo¬ 
sphere of conflict that the break-in oc¬ 
curred, Everything in the shop that had “F.- 
E.N.” on it appeared to be singled out for 
particular attack, suggesting that the 
break-in may have been politically moti¬ 
vated. And if the FEN conflict was not di¬ 
rectly connected to the vandalism, Judy 
and others at Diana believe that it at least 
provided a setting for others to use a famil¬ 
iar divide-and-conquer tactic. 

“All the evidence showed us that 
women had done it, but that may just 
mean that the Affirmative Action Program 


has finally gotten as far as the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation,” 

“It seems impossible to me that the 
break-in was not in some way connected to 
the COINTELPRO Program of the FBI, 
They are making a concerted attack on all 
kinds of movements. I think the women’s 
movement really underestimates the im¬ 
portance of what we’re doing and the 
threat we are to them. I think they will do 
anything they can to discredit women’s or¬ 
ganizations, and to divide lesbians from 
straight women and third World women 
from white women, and they’ll use any al¬ 
ready present political differences to drive 
a wedge in. It’s the kind of thing the 
government specializes in.” 

Diana women have received letters of 
support and “a lot of very small checks,” 
But nothing can replace the months of 
production time lost, an expense insur¬ 
ance does not pay. Letters and checks 
help, but the feeling of rape persists. “You 
don’t even feel it at first,” Judy says, “but 
two months later you’re still feeling terri¬ 
ble about something.” 

The Truth Will Set You Typing 

In her years as a writer and editor, 
Judy Grahn has found that the most re¬ 
volutionary aspect of contemporary wom¬ 
en’s writing is its truthfulness. 

“Women are writing the literal truth 
from their lives without attempting to fic¬ 
tionalize. Susan Griffin was one of the 
First, she started saying, 'No, it’s NOT a 
metaphor. That was what happened this 
morning, wait till you hear what happened 
this afternoon!’ When you begin to write 
out of the sum and substance of your own 
life the last thing you need is to make 
something up.” 

Grahn feels that it is this truthfulness 
that accounts for another remarkable 
characteristic of current women’s writing: 
its usefulness. “Women teach our hooks in 
women’s studies, or read them on buses, 
or quote them in their political papers. 
The Common Woman poems were put to 
such wide uses; they were made into post¬ 
ers, quoted, made into theater, and put to 
music. One woman wrote me from Ger¬ 
many that a friend of hers had just been 
raped. She had w T aIked around ail night 
long enraged and frustrated. Finally she 
decided she wanted to do something con¬ 
structive and preventive, so she went 
home and translated A Woman Is Talk¬ 
ing To Death into German.” 

The idea that art can be the literal 
truth is a view so radically different from 
the traditional definition that many wom¬ 
en writers and artists do not recognize 
their own talents, 

“Wendy and I saw a woman at a flea 


market who had made a tapestry with all 
these beautiful things on it, figures and 
trees and chickens. We said how beautiful 
it was, and she said, 'Oh that isn’t art, why 
you see this figure here, I copied that from 
a magazine, and these chickens were just 
in my son’s front yard,’ She didn’t even 
know 1 that she had created this beautiful 
thing,” 

Getting Down To It 

Judy feels the importance of 
women’s writing cannot be over¬ 
stressed, “Because of the threat 
that women’s independent thinking 
and writing represents to the patri¬ 
archal culture, it means that every¬ 
thing we get down on paper is ex¬ 
tremely important. We are harboring 
all kinds of subversive, dangerous ma¬ 
terial within ourselves, and any time 
we can get it out is a great achieve¬ 
ment. It’s a lifeline to other women.” 

Recognizing its importance does 
not make her own work any easier. But a 
lifetime of wrestling with words has 
taught her a few tricks, “I have fears 
about writing, academic critics both 
inside and outside my head. I finally 
tried writing down what the internal 
voices said, and then I found if was ex¬ 
tremely boring. They were saying the 
same thing over and over, and they 
had nothing to back it up. And it wasn’t 
as if THEY were doing any better!” 

Permanent Pictures 

Cadden’s vision of women’s art calls 
for communication across time as well as 
distance. “I want to see us achieve a per¬ 
manence. When I think about the power of 
imagery I think of climbing a mountain 
and chiseling women’s faces into it, that 
kind of permanence. I want us to explore 
where we fit in in time, and tell things that 
will be useful and true and understand¬ 
able 50 or 100 years from now. Graphics 
are important because they’re translatable 
over periods of time, you can see things in 
pictures that you can’t tell from the way 
history is told. You can look at old pic¬ 
tures and see that there WERE women 
who were angry at men, and w r omen going 
to war. Those images will last, even after 
they’ve burned all our books.” 


Wendy Cadden is currently printing and 
doing graphic design work with Diana 
Press , She designed She Who, recently 
published by Diana. She is interested in re¬ 
searching women s art history , 

Judy Grahn is currently editing True Life 
Adventure Stories, a collection of wom¬ 
en’s stories to be published by Diana Press. 
She wrote She Who (Diana Press , 1977). 
She is interested in researching matriarchal 
history r . 


10 • Lesbian Tide 












SURVEY: A National Lesbian Organization 


(Editorial Note: The following survey solicits your anonymous response on the topic of a national lesbian organization. This survey was 
formulated and circulated early in 1977 in Texas , by the Lesberadas of Houston. The Lesbian Tide reprints this survey in the hopes of 
fostering communication and dialogue. We have deleted a few questions from the original and re-arranged some in sequence due to space 
limitations and in order to make tabulation easier. Please complete and return your responses by May 15. Mail to: Lesberadas-LT, 1310 
Welch St, Houston, Texas 77006. Results will be printed in our JulyfAug. issue.) 

LESBIAN ORGANIZATION SURVEY 

Age:_ ^ „ ... Education (highest grade completed):__ _... Income:___ _ 

Ethnicity (race):_ Occupation-___ City or State:_ 

I would define myself as: (please check one which best describes yourself) 

G Lesbian □ Lesbian Feminist □ Bisexual □ Feminist □ Straight 

□ Lesbian Separatist (from whom?)_. □ Other _ _ . _ 

I am politically active in: 

□ the lesbian rights movement □ the feminist movement □ the gay rights movement 

□ I am not politically active now □ I have never been active in the above 

*** 

1. I believe that a national lesbian organization is necessary: □ yes □ no 
2* The purpose/goals of such an organization should be: 

a___ — - _____ 

b_ _ _ 

c.___ 

3. The major issues addressed by such an organization should be: 

a*___ _ 

b-- ... , 

c. _ . _ ______ __ _ 

4. The services a national lesbian organization should provide lesbians are: 

a. _____ 

b. ______ 

c. __ f _________ _ _* 

5. A national organization should actively seek input from: 

□ its members □ from both members and non-members 

6. How can lesbian women of color, older and younger lesbians be encouraged to participate? 


7. Who should be able to join a national lesbian organization? 

□ all women □ only lesbians □ only lesbian feminists □ anyone (men and women) 

□ only gay men and all women □ ohly gay men and lesbians □ other_ 

8. A national lesbian organization should be related to: 

The National Gay Task Force: □ yes □ no 

The National Organization for Women: □ yes □ no 

If yes, why yes? If not, why not? _ 


9 A national lesbian organization should be independently organized? □ yes □ no 

10. The name for such an organization should be: 

□ National Organization For Lesbians □ Amazons of America 

□ National Lesbian Organization □ National Lesbian Federation 

□ National Federation of Lesbians □ (other! ___ 

11. MONEY: 

a. I would be willing to pay dues to join such an organization: □ yes □ no 

b. Women who cannot afford to pay dues (if there were any) should be allowed to join for 

whatever they can pay, even if they pay nothing: □ yes □ no 

c + The yearly dues I would be willing to pay are: G$5 G$10 D$15 G$20 □ other $___ 

d. __dollars a year would be too high for me to join the organization. 

e. A national organization could/should raise money from: 

□ membership dues □ benefit concerts,etc. □ selling products 

□ newsletier subscription □ donations 

□ grants from private foundations run by feminists or gays 

□ grants from private foundations, both movement and non-movement 

□ grants from government agencies (GET A, HEW, NIMH, WE EL, etc.) 


































12. STRUCTURE: ( t . * _ 

a. A national organization should have a leadership/officers/etc. of some kind: □ yes □ no 

b. (If yes) How should leadership/officers be chosen and structured? 


c + Should there be a national board? □ yes D no 
& A national headquarters? □ yes □ no 
If yes, how would you like this to be structured? 


e. Different locales should be represented by: □ city/town □ state □ region 

f. How would the local, state, or regional groups interact with a national structure? 


h. In national lesbian activities, such as national conferences, I believe a national lesbian organization should play the 
following role(s): 


g. I believe a national lesbian organization and grassroots lesbians and lesbian organizations eould/should work together in the 
following ways: 


13. JOINING: 

a. If I agreed with the structure, purpose and goals of a national lesbian organization, I would join it: Dyes Dno 

b. The reason(s) I would join such an organization are: 


c. The reason(s) I would not join a national lesbian organization are: 


d< My greatest doubts or fears about the formation of such an organization would be: 


e. My greatest hopes and needs from such an organization would be: 


f. I would be willing to help a national organization by: 

□ joining and contributing my skills 

□ donating money (beyond dues) 

□ telling others and encouraging them to join 

□ helping to organize local chapters (if the structure used such) in my hometown. 

„ ***** 

If you have further comments on any questions or further questions, please attach and send. 



Perspective^ 



the thing I came for: 

the wreck and not the story of the wreck 

the thing itself and not the myth 


Tjieir names were Amabel and Estrella, Brianna and Va- 
ciava, Gazaway and Shalimar, Sula and Rosalba—what does it 
matter? Let us call them Mimi and Lesandre after the same two 
dancers who awed their spellbound audience; who after perform* 
ing the Chinese dances, the Tibetan dances, Buyo, the classical 
dance of Japan, Balinese dancing,Sudanese dance, then appeared in 
ancient Pharonic costumes to speak and dance the Egyptian dance. 
Their voices blend in song, and the two poets of whom we speak em* 
brace for the first time after six months of longing, molding the 
relationship of two poets who meet first in the dream then in the 
poem, in the words on the page and the words across the miles 
written on the wind, their telephone calls, a forgotten thought 
uttered casually spontaneously, and then in the light of the day the 
large silverbird lowers one, Lesandre, dipping a Delta wing towards 
the Southern part of this country high noon moon in Leo that 
the dream might become reality and the fears of Mimi assuaged 
by the reunion at last and the end of the waiting. 

Perhaps it is necessary to describe the Princess of Gardenia 
and the Princess of Rose, Lesandre and Mimi. Mimi was 
the dark-eyed Sepia Woman of night, the moon in the heav¬ 
en, her stature like a valkyrie an Amazon and she wore a 
long flowing skirt the color of earth, terracotta, a reddish* 
brownish-orange material with tiny black butterflies swoop* 
ing through the folds. Around her neck was a fish or the fos¬ 
sil of a fish and this was the mixture of her charm, the 
creature of the sea swimming up from the bottom of the 
ocean and the pool of liquid iridescent dreams to the 
atmosphere above, swimming towards the shore of Ala baba 
to greet Lesandre. Mimi was then the dark woman although 
her skin was fairer than her satellite sister's, but her hair 
was almost black and her eyes were copper jewels glisten¬ 
ing sometimes green to one who was in love with her and 
the Princess of Rose all rounded and smooth and still wil¬ 
lowy like a certain Oriental tree embraced shyly the smaller 
princess from the land of Modemique. 

Lesandre was La Paloma, the queen of dawn the sun in 
skies so radiant and glowing but compact like a flower folding 
into itself, her petals bright and luminous and she wore summer 
on her body the brilliant blue day an Indian tunic with small 
mirrors that reflected her own clarity and ha If-moon golden 
earrings that whorled around her ears and this was the Princess 
of Gardenia, a woman-satyr come from the mountains on the 
islands wearing sunglasses and carrying one piece of luggage 
and they each gasped in simultaneous delight and awe saying, 
“You are beautiful. You are beautiful." 


-Adrienne Rich 

After the actual facing, the fears of Mimi disappeared for it 
was not merely a poet meeting another poet but a woman 
meeting herself another woman and each giving a part of her 
heart to the other gifts of a red sunflower robe from Japan, a silk 
scarf the colors of Lesandre, two bell rings from India that made 
music on Mimi's fingers whenever she moved gestured waved, 
and Lesandre wore Mimi's gypsy scarfblouse and drank in the 



intoxicating essence of a painting created for her alone. Then 
Mimi the Oriental dancer gave the gift of ancient mystery to 
Lesandre all ready and dressed for the special occasion wearing 
her necklace from Persia for the first time. . . 

The Dance of the Mother Goddess was the dance of Isis the 
dance of the moon in the river of night in Alababa, the sensuous 
snakelike dance of ancient wisdom, the wisdom of things as they 
are and as they always have been, but also the dance of the 
wisdom of instinct of impulse of exultation and uninterrupted 
passion of what might become, a love bome of dreams while 
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hips undulate like rolling waves and the belly flutters like the 
wings of a bird the eyes hypnotizing like the Sphinx on the 
expansive sands, so Mimi danced in abandon with her dark blue 
veil swooping all around her a part of her body butterfly wings 
and the zills tek-a-tekking like chirping birds in the early dawn 
or the late night such dynamic energy such emotion over¬ 
whelming Lesandre who could not take enough pictures to 
preserve the memory or the illusion wanting to capture the soul 
of Egypt of Arabia in a movie, film, in a poemstill this gift from 
within Mimi bestowed upon the Princess of Gardenia. After the 
dance it was as though the two women had travelled 2500 years 
in 20 minutes, , , 

After the dance the two poets removed their ancient 
costumes and met in the porcelain tub which was a sunken 
marble pool for bathing to the women of imagination who 
prepare all the accouterments needed for ecstasy in the ocean. 
Lesandre surprised Mimi by anointing the water with bay oil 
like the sweet nectar of an exotic flower while the Princess of 
Hose broke a parfum tablet gardenia fragrance as though she 
were breaking bread for their communion, and the Greek wine 
was poured into religious goblets while the goddesses chose 
music to benefit the mood. 

“You are the dream, a star,” Lesandre said. “I have 
brought you Ramses, cigarettes from Egypt, and a sandalwood 
fan. We will drink and smoke and speak our hopes our plans for 
the present and the future, all encompassed in our first past 
meeting centuries ago no doubt in Spain or Persia.” 

So the two poets relaxed in the intimacy of a luxurious bath, 
drank Retsina flowed closer like fish in the sea under the candle¬ 



light of the moon in the south of the country known as A la baba. 
And Lesandre spoke of the glorious splendor of the Taj Mahal 
on the south bank of the Jumna River and of its Queen, the 
beautiful Mumtaz Mahal whose name meant “the Jewel of the 
Palace,” A tale within a tale like the whorls of a snail within a 
snail a dance turning upon itself, a spiral gyre. 

Lesandre smiled and kissed Mimi gently on the lips saying 
she would give her a prism ring with a star-eye because she was a 
diamond a jewel a star herself and Mimi thought how strange for 
the sun to give its light to the moon, and how wonderful, how 
generous. “I never noticed the blue roses in the wallpaper until 
you sat beneath them,” she told Lesandre, “and now I am able 
to create the poem of the blue rose for you because of this 
rendezvous the destiny of our meeting.” 

The Princess of Gardenia blew her a smoke ring and her 
green eyes flickered glistened like a cat in the dark. She was a 
human cat and her life was a cat’s life. 

So soft like a kitten her skin the touch of velvet the feel of 
silk or chiffon, after the bath Mimi dusted their bodies with My 
Sin powder given her by a man a stranger to her body, one who 
desired but did not dare, was deceived by a smile and the 
Oriental dance the dark eyes the mystery of a glance, white rosin 
dusting two ivory statues two sculptures two dancers of words 
and jugglers of dream. It was only natural for the bath to be a 
prelude to a more meaningful ritual, rites of spring Stravinsky's 
firebird Leo rising the fire and the water and the two women 
creeping softly to another bed of water the waterbed of desire 
the ocean rolling beneath them waves and waves in the fog on 
cat's paws they crept into the bed. . . 

Music seemed to be always playing, punctuating their 
movements with stars asterisks exclamation marks; Clair de 
Lune, The Swan from “The Carnival of the Animals,” Prelude 
to the Afternoon of a Faun, Nocturne from “A Midsummer 
Night's Dream” while a single candle in the shape of a coiled 
snake lit the dark forest of the chamber with the waterbed 
covered in the richest light blue satin fringed with gold upon 
which lay the love story of two poets. Mimi told Lesandre, “I 
hear the sea in my ear” when the Princess of Gardenia imitated 
the song of the conch shell echoing her silent poems and words 
of love. At times Lesandre would purr like a cat like a tiger in the 
jungle burning bright with passion for Mimi her sepia woman 
and they stroked each other's flesh the skin soft and smooth 
breasts touching breasts under the butterfly robe under the 
sunflower red robe open discreetly inviting exploration with the 
stars shedding light upon this magical scene, this commingling 
of bodies of souls their kisses were soft were hard were sweet 
tongues intertwining like their legs their arms their bodies 
bending folding back upon the breeze, willow reeds in summer 
when the wind nudges, two strong women floating on the ocean 
feeling the waves under their hips undulating rolling bellies 
arching backs like leopards like lions making love in the fire of 
the night in perfect symmetry burning bright their desire their 
passion embracing meeting beyond the masks beyond the 
barriers of clothing and makeup and the gifts the wine the food 
the conversation beyond words this rendezvous where hearts 
beat within like bells like cymbals like castanets while yet the 
music played softly contradicting and inspiring intensity smiles 
with kisses the taste of hair mounds meeting in the landscape of 
water a return to paradise under the feathered painting the 
poets became dancers of love. , , 

After the first kiss the second embrace the third orgasm the 
fourth fantasy the women were no longer strangers in the flesh 
but sisters for each knew the other's body almost as perfectly as 
she knew her own so that the remaining time passed too quickly 
as though Mimi and Lesandre were sleep-walking, were wander- 
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mg through a clouded heaven lost to any other reality but that of 
their togetherness. So what remains to tell of their first encoun¬ 
ter except the momentary parting and the promise of another 
time in another place. 

In the setting of a modern,airport with fish swimming be¬ 
hind beautiful glass windows wherever they might turn, the two 

women photographed each other and Lesandre gave Mimi a prism 
with a star-eye to match the silver star earrings which she had 
gifted her earlier. Mimi did not say the poem in her heart but 
thought: When I see thee not my heart will sorrow for thee , my 
eyes will ever seek thee , I will roam about for thee in the form of a 
genji, to see thee, to see thee f thou beautiful lov 1 d one. And Lesan¬ 
dre did not say the words that were on her tongue waiting to be 
spilled like some aphrodisiac. Instead the two women recited 
the names of the amazing fish swimming all around them. 

“Black Lace Veils: Blue Angels: Ghost Shrimp.” 

“Gold Blushing Angels: Banjo Cats: Peacock Eels: 

Pacific Butterflies.” 

“Kissers: Fantails: Blushing Tiger Barbs.” 

As though the poetry would save them the sadness the empti¬ 
ness the loss in a final kiss a last look a parting embrace before 
another silverwinged bird swooped down on Alababa to carry off 
the Princess of Gardenia to another distant shore from where 
she had travelled ten days before sight unseen. Now met, the 
two poets Mimi and Lesandre promised there would be no 
good-byes only until- we - me et-agains waving brief farewells un¬ 
til their next rendezvous and the letters would fill the time in- 
between for the words were maps and they had found what they 
had been dreaming about for longer than their memory. Now the 
labyrinth was no longer a maze but a garden, an Oriental gar¬ 
den with bridges like the zig-zag bridge of life, not a straight 
path to follow but full of curves; or the bridge of life which was a 
perfect arch like a circle of existence, everything coming round 
to its beginning eventually, or Fulfillment Bridge or Moon 
Bridge to symbolize a ring of life where half is tactile and half is 
beyond our touch, just a reflection in the water that disappears 
as soon as one attempts to grasp it, to reach out to touch or hold 
the shadow disappearing like a dream. 

Their names were Amabel and Estrella, Brianna and Vacla- 
va, Gazaway and Shalimar, Sul a and Rosalba—what does it 
matter. Let us call them Mimi and Lesandre. . .two poets 
who found love together when the moon was in the river of 
night in Alababa, Alababa, Alababa. . . 

(About The Author: Rochelle Holt has also written two other novels about 
women which will be published by Seagull Publishers of Brooklyn, New 
York, at the end of this year . The above is an edited version of the first 
chapter of a third unpublished novel Holt has a M.A. in Fine Arts from the 
University of Iowa and operates her own business, Rognarok Ihess, in 
Alabama,) 
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National 

News 


Charlotte Bunch; \J\lhQ\ NOW 

After Houston? 

By Lesley MaMgrave 


McGovern Appears At Gay Rally 


Marking the first time a U.S. Senator has addressed a gay 
audience when he wasn't running for office, George McGovern 
told a Los Angeles gathering, ‘Tm here because I think basic 
principles are at stake in this latest struggle against prejudice,..” 
The Feb. 15 event, hosted by the New Alliance For Gay Equal¬ 
ity brought well over a 1,000 gays, mostly men, to the plush Bev¬ 
erly Wilshire Hotel. A stage full of California political figures in¬ 
cluded Assemblyperson Art Agnos, sponsor of the state's gay 
rights bill, and Dr, Josette Mondanaro, the open lesbian Drug 
Abuse Director whom Gov. Jerry Brown recently tried to fire 
(see story, Profile). 

Although McGovern made no reference to any piece of le¬ 
gislation and did not commit himself to supporting any specific 
federal gay related bills, his presence and supportive state¬ 
ments were applauded loudly. Those politically involved in the 
1972 presidential race will recall that the McGovern Democratic 
bandwagon made promises to gays only to dump the controver¬ 
sial issue at the Convention. Asked if she thought McGovern 
was sincere in his presence at a gay rally, Mondanaro told 
newspeople, “People need time to see that this is a human 
rights issue. I’m glad he's seen the light” 


There is a 
pressing 
matter 
at 


1147 South 
Alvarado 



Charlotte Bunch, editor of Quest, Director of Public Re¬ 
source Center and board member, National Gay Task Force, ad- 
dressed herself to coalition politics and the Houston conference 
before a Los Angeles audience in early February. She attribu¬ 
ted the feminist victory to special interest groups determining 
their basic, “bottom-line” needs and uniting in a coalition to 
compile those planks in what was called the Pro-plan. But the 
question in everyone's mind was where do we go from here. 
Bunch said she did not know the answer and expressed the need 
for the development of a theory of revolution in this countiy. 
Until that time comes, she suggested that we use governmental 
reform activity to maintain a high feminist profile. 

The Washington D.C, delegation (who in Houston wore 
buttons saying “Half Black, Half Queer, Washington D.C. is 
here”) has continued working as a coalition and is forming a 
feminist power block in local elections and appointments. The 
women of the coalition reflect the strongly defined Black com¬ 
munity and Gay community of D.C. yet are uniting their con¬ 
cerns in a coalition to exert influence on all local commissions 
and future city measures. Bunch was hopeful that something 
like this process would take place all over the United States. 

Events 

“WOMAN-IDENTIFIED WOMEN; SPEAKING FOR OUR¬ 
SELVES” Apr. 15 at Geo. Washington U,, Wash. D.C, Confer¬ 
ence speakers include Glrrny Vida, Rita Mae Brown, Elaine 
Noble, Dance following. Sponsored by D.C, N.O.W. Sexuality 
Task Force and Womanspace. $10 & $5 (dance), D.C. N.O.W. 
Conference, Box 4064, Arlington, VA 22204. 

“THE GREAT GODDESS RE-EMERGING” Mar. 31-Apr, 2 
at U.C. Santa Cruz. Conference to explore the story and wis¬ 
dom of the Goddess. Speakers: Merlin Stone, Mary Beth Edel- 
son, Anne Kent Rush and more. $45 or $55 (credit), on-cam pus 
housing, UCSC-Extension, Santa Cruz, CA 95064, 

“THE SCHOLAR AND THE FEMINIST: creating feminist 
works ” an academic conference, Apr. 15 at Barnard College, 
N Y, A look at feminist art - its origins, developments, relation¬ 
ships to the audience. P re-register, Women's Center, Barnard 
College, N.Y., N.Y. 10027. 

“5th NATIONAL GAY ACADEMIC UNION CONFERENCE” 
Nov. in Los Angeles. Largest conference of its kind with out¬ 
reach to gay academics and professionals. Headquarters: 8560 
Hollywood Blvd., L.A., CA 90069, 

CAL, FED. OF TEACHERS STATE CONVENTION, May. 
People-power is needed to take a pro-gay resolution to the floor 
of the convention and have it win. You do not need to be out to 
help, only need to run in your local for CFT delegate. Gay 
Teachers of Los Angeles, P.O. Box 10024, Glendale, CA 91209 
or (213) 980-2070. 

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE FOR LESBIANS AND 
GAY MEN, Mar. 31 - Apr. 2, Georgian Terrace Hotel, Atlanta, 
GA. Conference offers workshops on women’s health care, les¬ 
bian media, gay organizations and lesbian art exhibition. Sign¬ 
ing, wheelchair info and arrangements, and childcare. Fee: $6 
before Mar. 1 and $8 after, SECLGM, P.O. Box 5319, Atlanta, 
GA 30307. 
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National News 


Rights & Referendums 


Low Heat in California 


Mayor Proclaims Big Apple Safe For Gays 


The City Council chambers of American cities are busy 
with gay rights these days. First the good news, then the bad ... 

In a historic move New York City Mayor Edward Koch 
has banned discrimination against homosexuals in all city 
departments and agencies, including the Police and Fire De¬ 
partments. Fulfilling a pledge made in his first day in office, 
Koch told newspeople that, “All we are doing is not discrimi¬ 
nating,’* 

“I personally believe that you shoqld not discriminate, that 
discrimination is immoral,” Koch said. In the executive order, 
the phrase “sexual orientation or affectional preference” was 
added to the list of things that cannot be used as a basis for 
firing or refusing to hire. 

The order covered about 120,000 city employees in 
New York City, 

Boston’s Gay Community News also reported that Bos¬ 
ton Mayor Kevin White was actually the first high official to 
issue an executive order. In April, 1976 White quietly issued a 
memorandum informing all his department heads of this order. 
However because not one complaint of discrimination has been 
made in these two years it is possible that employees there are 
not aware of their much unpublicized rights. 

Despite Koch's executive order, New York activists are 
still pushing the NYC Council to pass the gay rights bill which 
has lain at their doorstep for several years. City Council mem¬ 
bers are trying to back off the bill saying the executive order 
covers everything. However Cheryl Adams of the Coalition for 
Lesbian and Gay Eights (CLGR) disagreed saying, “We want 
immediate passage of this bill.” She accused the Council 
members of dragging their feet “to further the careers of cer¬ 
tain politicians.” If the measure passes it faces an almost cer¬ 
tain referendum. New York would be the 43rd American city to 
pass such an ordinance. 


The California situation continues on a low boil as anti-gay 
Senator John Briggs continues his second round of gathering 
signatures to force a referendum which would prohibit gays 
from teaching positions. Briggs has until May 1st to qualify 
314,500 signatures. If he does so the proposition will appear on 
the sunshine state’s November ballot. Gay activist Morris Kight 
reports that Briggs was “doing very badly” until early February 
when he placed ads in local papers offering 20<f per signature to 
those who would circulate his petition. (When initiative makers 
in the past had had to stoop to paying people to do their work, 
the usual fee is 8C-12$ per signature.} Kight thinks this latest 
technique may “change the ball game. A lot of people in this 
country will do anything for money.” Activists are closely moni¬ 
toring progress on this ill wind. 

On the state level, things are not going well for the Calif. 
Gay Eights Bill AB 1302, Sponsor, Assemblyman Art Agnos 
can’t get it out of the powerful Ways and Means Committee and 
word is the bill may be shelved for 1978. Agnos is still hopeful 
however. “All the sensationalism of Bryant and Briggs has made 
legislators extraordinarily nervous,” he said. “There was no way 
the bill could have passed in this political year.” Agnos urged 
continued “gay presence in the Legislature” and lobbying 
efforts are continuing in the hopes of passage in 1979. 

(--GCN, The Sentinel, ALFA) 

Rhode Island Gays Alerted 

Providence, Rhode Island may also become a trouble spot 
as the City Council there is considering re-opening public hear¬ 
ings on its proposed Comprehensive Anti-Discrimination Ordi¬ 
nance which includes ‘sexual orientation\ 

The Rhode Island Gay Political Caucus is urging gays and 
straights who support the measure to contact the Providence 
Human Relations Commission (421-3708) and tell them of your 
views. 
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National News- 

Trouble in Wichita 


Referendum Heats Up Eugene 


A Wichita, Kansas, County Board of Elections is in the 
process of validating over 30,000 signatures, gathered by anti¬ 
gay forces in an attempt to repeal Wichita’s newly enacted gay 
rights ordinance. Although the validation process itself is ex¬ 
pected to take several weeks, there is no question that this 
“Bible Belt” city of more than 250,000 has become the latest 
focus in the effort to repeal gay civil rights laws throughout 
the country. 

The ordinance became law on Sept. 29, 1977, but oppo¬ 
nents immediately called for an initiative campaign to force a 
city-wide vote. It seems certain that the anti-gay forces have the 
necessary votes to bring about a referendum. Given this situ¬ 
ation, Wichita’s gay community has concentrated its efforts on 
attempting to invalidate the signature petitions on purely tech¬ 
nical grounds. This tactic has already succeeded once, forcing 
Wichita anti-gays to go through the entire laborious petition 
process again. NGTF’s Bruce Voeller will put together a master 
plan to fight this battle. His first step will be to consult the 


plan to fight this battle. His first step will be to consult with 
N.O.W. and A.C.L.U. officials. Opponents include the usual 
assortment of fundamentalist Christians and Wichita Catholic 
Diocese Bishop David Maloney. 


Ski And See In Aspen 


The Aspen, CO, City Council has passed an ordinance 
which prohibits discrimination in employment, housing, public 
accomodations and services because of sexual preference. By a 
vote of 5 to 1, the popular ski resort area became the 42nd city 
in the country to forbid discrimination against gays. The ordi¬ 
nance, which was described by its initiator City Attorney Doro¬ 
thy Nuttall as “the most progressive piece of anti-discrimina¬ 
tion legislation in the U.S.” allows the city to suspend the li¬ 
censes and franchises of convicted offenders and calls for both 
civil and criminal penalties. 

Alaska and Woodstock Moving Forward 


Good news may be forthcoming from Alaska and the Cat- 
skill mountain resort of Woodstock, New York. By a 4-2 de¬ 
cision the Alaska State Commssion for Human Rights has put 
itself on record as being in favor of including the phrase “sexual 
preference” in the state statutes. And the Woodstock Town 
Board has begun to solicit lawyers to draft a gay rights ordi¬ 
nance after it accepted a 1,300 signature petition asking for 
such. The petition was circulated by the Woodstock Gay 
People. 

LESBIAN FEMINIST "\ 

RESORT 

Beach Cottages On The Atlantic Ocean 
(1 and 2 bdrm) 

Air Cond. Pool. TV. Feminist Theatre 
Summer rates: $18-$20 per night, $110-$125 per wk. 

Winter rates: $150-200 per mo. + util. 

PAGODA - Women In The Arts 
207 Coastal Highway St. Augustine, FL 32084 

V Make Reservations now: (904) 824-2970 J 


Meanwhile, the eyes of the nation’s gays are focusing on 
the bad news in Eugene, Oregon, where activists are on the 
streets attempting to win a referendum vote slated for May 23. 
The ballot measure is the result of Eugene’s passage of a gay 
rights ordinance in the fall of 1977. 

D.C. Victory 

In D.C., the Human Rights Act of 1977 has cleared the re¬ 
quired 30 day period and become law. The measure was former¬ 
ly passed by the City Council by a vote of 12 to 1. The act 
includes a provision against discrimination on the basis of 
sexual preference. 

Teachers Free In Santa Barbara 

On September 1, the Santa Barbara, Calif., School Dis¬ 
trict became the fourth in the nation (the third in California) to 
adopt an official policy of non-discrimination against gays in em¬ 
ployment. The unanimous vote, without discussion or objection, 
was particularly heartening because it came in a large and not 
exceptionally liberal district. Credit goes in large part to a very 
canny group of local gay activists who laid the groundwork in 
more than a year and a half of careful, quiet lobbying and edu¬ 
cating. An especially effective tactic was presenting the school 
board’s affirmative action committee with supporting letters 
from the Santa Barbara Federation of Teachers, the Santa 
Barbara County Democratic Central Committee, county chap¬ 
ters of the ACLU and the League of Women Voters, the 
county’s Commission on the Status of Women, and the city’s 
Community Relations Commission. 

—National Gay Task Force 

Meanwhile, gay educators of Alaska and Oklahoma are 
not so lucky. t 

At its meeting in early January, the Copper River School 
District school board passed a resolution banning “moral turpi¬ 
tude” among school district employees. Board members agreed 
by a 5-2 vote that homosexuality and co-habitation are “incon¬ 
sistent with decency, good order and propriety of personal con¬ 
duct,” and constitute “unfitness to teach” in the district. 

And in the mid-west, State Senator Mary Helm (R.—Okla¬ 
homa City) has introduced a bill to permit a school district to 
refuse employment, dismiss, suspend or fail to rehire a teacher, 
student teacher or teacher’s aide who had engaged in “public 
homosexual conduct” and “has been rendered unfit because of 
such conduct or activity” to continue teaching. 



LIVING 
WITH 
LESBIANS 

4* wi \/( <o> t\ri 

$6 (includes tax) 

*4 At t Hi l A 4M» Mil 4 VO *441. rO 

dept I WOMEN'S WAX WORKS 
PRESTON HOLLOW. NY 12469 




y 


18 • Lesbian Tide 














Australia Votes No 


National News 

Hawaii and Chicago Try, Try Again 




A state gay rights bill that would add sexual orientation 
to the civil rights statutes of Hawaii is, for the fourth succes¬ 
sive year, now also before the House and Senate of the Hawaiian 
legislature. And Chicago, Illinois Alderman Clifford Kelley of 
the Chicago City Council will also introduce, for the third time, a 
sexual orientation amendment to their existing civil rights 
protections. 


AMAZON HUNTERS 20”x24” Color poster $6.00,and 
THE KISS 20”x24” B&W poster $5.00. Both drawn by 
Noreen Scully. 

DAY MOON DESIGNS P.O. Box 5285, Seattle, WA 
98105. Send S.A.S.E. for Brochure. We urge artists to 
contact us about printing their work. 


SYDNEY.AUS—The liberal government of Western Aus¬ 
tralia threw a wrench into the human rights legislation works 
when it denied a second reading to the Criminal Code Amend¬ 
ment Bill #2. The bill would have decriminalized homosexual 
acts between consenting adults, but the Legislative Assembly 
trounced the second reading by a 27-24 vote. 

The decisive vote, taken at 3 a.m., followed a heated de¬ 
bate which saw Premier Sir Charles Court describe the bill as 
'‘abhorrent and evil.” 

Supporters of the bill stalked angrily out of the gallery 
shouting “Poofter Bashers!” and swearing “I’d like to meet any 
three of you in a lane on a dark night.” 

The bill passed through the initial reading in the Upper 
House in October with hardly a dissent. (CAMPAIGN) 


Update: Legalizing Prophecy 


Los Angeles— In a final hearing in City Hall on January 
12, 1978, the City Council decided to retain the local ordinance 
(43.30) against fortune telling because they were afraid that the 
state law would be “too hard to enforce.” LAMC 43.30 prohi¬ 
bits all types of fortune telling regardless of intent or money in¬ 
volved, while State Law 332 includes the provision of criminal 
intent. So if you are currently engaged in predicting the future 
(via astrology, psychology, counselling, Tarot, palmistry, etc.) in 
Los Angeles, and you are not doing so within the confines of a 
bona fide, state-approved church, you are breaking the law and 
are liable to arrest, prosecution, and 30 days in jail or a 
$500 fine. 

What the law calls fortune telling is actually the ancient art 
of divination, an inherent part of wimmin’s spirituality, a tool 
used by wimmin for guidance and wisdom. The fact that the law 
is immediately followed by an exemption clause (43.31) for 
those religious groups recognized by the state as “bona fide” 
contradicts the City Council’s stance that “there is no such 
thing as an ability to tell the future.” 

The issue was originally brought to City Council in Febru¬ 
ary of 1977 by the Sisterhood of the Wicca to contest an ordi¬ 
nance that prohibits a vital part of their religious beliefs and 
practices. Z Budapest, high priestess and founder of the Sister¬ 
hood, was arrested three years ago after reading Tarot for an 
undercover woman vice officer, and she fought the case for more 
than two years through the court system on the grounds of re¬ 
ligious persecution. 
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RAIDED AND SUED 

By Jeanne Cordova 

If we think we’ve got it bad with Bryant and Briggs, it’s 
worse north of the border. In January, Canadian police raided 
that country’s largest gay paper. And last fall the editors of Eng¬ 
land’s national press, Gay News, were convicted of blasphe¬ 
my, While both papers are owned and run by gay men, the 
mockery made of ‘freedom of the press’ is a bad omen for Amer¬ 
ican feminist and lesbian publications. 

The Body Politic of Canada, w r hich is one of the least sex¬ 
iest male papers and often prints lesbian news, was charged 
with possession of obscene materials for distribution'’ and 
“using the mails to distribute” such. On December 30, the 
Morality Squad entered their offices and confiscated records 
and lists which had no relationship to the allegedly porno¬ 
graphic story in question. The story, “Men Loving Boys Loving 
Men" was printed in their December 1977 issue. The charges 
were brought against Pink Triangle Press, the publishers, and 
against the Corporation president, secretary and treasurer, all 
of whom work on the paper’s collective staff. 

“Men Loving Boys...”, authored by the treasurer Gerald 
Hannon, was a demystification of the taboo question of pedo¬ 
philia (sex with children). The gay male movement has recently 
come under heavy attack as right wingers have sought to por¬ 
tray all gays as child molesters. Because some gay men do sex¬ 
ually relate to minors, the gay male movement is currently trying 
to sort out its politics on this issue. Hannon’s piece explored the 
lives of three men involved in relationships with boys. The Na¬ 
tional Gay Task Force, which does not support pedophilia, 
nevertheless defended the article as “in the best traditions of 
responsible journalism .. offering important insights ....” 

^"Our program is a growing experience for staff^ 

and participants together, implemented in an 
atmosphere of sisterhood, supportiveness, 
sharing. This program is the unique energy of 
women working with women for women.” 


Meanwhile, in England, that country’s largest gay press, 
Gay New's, was sued for printing a poem describing a centur¬ 
ions love for the crucified Christ. The fall 1977 action came as 
Mary Whitehouse, England’s Bryant-styled anti-pornography 
leader, and other right wing forces pressured the government to 
sue Gay News under a 1693 A.D. Statute. The editors were 
convicted and fined $3,000. 

In a recent London appearance, Barbara Smoker, Presi¬ 
dent of the National Secular Society, told a gay audience that 
the 1693 law was accidentally dragged up when Home Secre¬ 
tary, Merlyn Rees, publlcally referred to it in his attempt to ban 
a Danish film maker from entering England to make a film about 
the sex life of Jesus Christ. Anti-gay groups heard about Rees’ 
reference to this ancient common law and took up the crusade 
against Gay News. 

Back On The Streets Again 

Numerous Canadian and American publishers and media 
figures have rushed to defend The Body Politic. Although the 
defense expenses are expected to run as high as $30,000, the 
paper’s defense fund collected $12,000 in January alone. 

In heroic defiance of oppression, the February issue of The 
Body Politic hit the streets just one week behind schedule. 
The editors report that although the police took all subscrip¬ 
tion and advertising lists, they were able to piece together new 
lists and keep the presses rolling. The trial date of the three 
staffers is set for June 26. 

NGTF termed the police raid “a violation of all internation¬ 
ally accepted principles of freedom of the press,” and also 
called the total confuseation of records “violative of all accepted 
principles of search and seizure In a democratic society,” 

At the trial the defense must prove that the article is not 
obscene by standards reflecting the population of Canada as a 
whole. Hannon commented that no court could prove the paper 
itslef was pornographic, but “we aren’t really sure’’ the average 
Canandian would not see the article itself as obscene. Legal 
counsel retained by The Body Politic has indicated that the 
wording of the search warrant was too vague to stand in the 
courts and that the charges will eventually be dropped. Femin¬ 
ist attorney, Lynn King, has offered free-administration of a 
defense fund. 

Contributions for the paper’s defense may be made to: 
Lynn King, in trust for The Body Politic Free The Press Fund, 
111 Richmond St. W., Suite 320, Toronto, Ontario Canada 
M5H 3N6. 
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Hat ional News 


National Organizing 



One of the most important results of lesbian victories in 
Houston (IWY) last fall is the number of plans for national or¬ 
ganizing that have come out of that event. In the summer of 1977 
English lesbians formed Great Britain’s National Organization 
For Gay Women. Now American lesbians have also begun to 
think in national terms. 

The Lesbian Federation Organizing Committee, coordi¬ 
nated by Ann Daniel of Denver, Colorado, has sent out a news¬ 
letter asking lesbians for input regarding the formation of a na¬ 
tional lesbian federation. The Ad Hoc Committee to Form A 
National Lesbian Organization, based in Los Angeles, is in its 
final planning stages for their March 17 - 19 Founding Conven¬ 
tion (see Jan./Feb. issue). A Houston, Texas, based lesbian 
feminist organization, Lesberadas, has locally circulated a sur¬ 
vey on the topic of forming a national organization (see this is¬ 
sue). And the Women's Caucus of the National Gay Task Force 
has sent out a questionnaire which “explores the projects and 
programs that will respond to the survival and goals of the Les¬ 
bian Community.” 

Money and Names Wanted! 

In the Federation Committee's first newsletter, Sammie 
Wicks of Austin, Texas, explains this idea was M an outgrowth 
of the non-delegate Lesbian Caucus” in Houston. The newslet¬ 
ter solicits names and regional volunteers and asks for respon¬ 
ses regarding: ideas for money, whether such a federation will 
be primarily political or also offer social services, whether les¬ 
bians want to affiliate with The National Gay Task Force, which 
already has a financial base, or to organize separately from men, 
etc. etc. 

The Committee to Form A National Lesbian Organization 
reports that dozens of lesbians from across the country will 
meet in March in Los Angeles to work on this venture. In their 
February published Bulletin #1, the Committee also invited all 
lesbians who want further information to write and get on their 
mailing list. They too are soliciting ideas for structure and poli¬ 
tics. They report that responses and inquiries received after the 


March meeting will be forwarded to national, regional, and local 
bodies which come out of the Convention. Women who wish to 
attend the March sessions are urged to contact their Regional 
Coordinators immediately for registration forms and a copy of 
the Committee's Bulletin. 

The Federation and National Lesbian Organization pro¬ 
jects are separate projects at this time, although planning mem¬ 
bers of the Federation will attend the Los Angeles Convention 
and the two groups are communicating with each other. 

Write! Write! Write! 

If you wish to fill out NGTF’s survey write for such at: 
Questionnaire,National Gay Task Force, SO Fifth Avenue, New 
York, N.Y. 10011. 

Input and newsletters from The Lesbian Federation Organ¬ 
izing Committee may be obtained from: Sammie Wicks, P.O. 
Box 3301, Austin, Texas, or Ann Daniel, 939 Pearl Street, #2, 
Denver, CO 80203. 

For information regarding the Los Angeles Convention 
write: Ad Hoc Committee/NLO, 8706 Cadillac Avenue, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034. Bulletins and registration forms may also 
be received from: Southern Coordinator Linda Lovell, 1310 
Welch Street, Houston, Texas, 77006; from East Coast Coordi¬ 
nator, Spotts Pou, 1725-17th Street N.W. #508, Washington, 
D.C. 20009; from West/Midwest Coordinator Linda Fowler at 
1220 East 1 6th Avenue #4, Denver, Colorado 80206; from 
Great Lakes/Mideast Coordinator Chris Riddiough, 3105 West 
Palmer Square, Chicago, Illinois 60647; from West Coast Co¬ 
ordinator Jeanne Cordova, c/o Ad Hoc Committee at above ad¬ 
dress. Registration from the West Coast was dosed at time of 
printing due to the volume of applications. 

The Federation Committee promises a second newsletter 
m February, but it was not available at press time. The NLO 
Committee reports information resulting from the March Con¬ 
vention will be press released to movement press in April. Les¬ 
beradas reports results of their survey will be published when 
tabulated. 
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Short 

Currents 

LAW WOMEN WILL BREAK BOYCOTT 

The April 6-9 slated Ninth Annual Women & The Law 
Conference has become a controversial event. Several major 
feminist groups have announced a boycott of the conference, 
which is planned for Atlanta, Georgia, and accused the organ¬ 
izers of breaking the ERA boycott against unratified states. 
In a recent release the D.C. Feminist Alliance “urges feminist 
lawyers and other participants not to attend” the Conference, 
The Alliance also urges the Conference organizers to re-con- 
aider, and plan their event in another location. Conference or¬ 
ganizers maintained that they want the Conference in Georgia 
in order to reach out to southern and minority women and they 
argued that the event will focus on how to organize for the ERA* 
The Alliance however, reports that there is no mention of the 
ERA on the Law Conference program, and contradicting a 
major movement strategy to not hold Conventions in unratified 
states is hardly a viable way to reach out to minority or any 
other kind of women* 

Editor's Note: The Lesbian Tide supports the position of the D.C, 
Feminist Alliance and urges women to protest the Atlanta location. The 
organizers may be reached at Women Law Students Association, Uni¬ 
versity of Georgia School of Law , Athens, GA 30602 * (404) 542-7669. 


ABORTION - TOP PRIORITY 

The American Civil Libera ties Union has declared abortion 
rights to be its number one priority for 1978* Anyone wishing to 
join the ACLU can do so by sending a $20 check to the Texas 
CLU office, 600 W. 7th, Austin, Texas 78701 or the ACLU 
office, 22 East 40th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016. 

— GTAT 


POLLS p POLLS, & MORE POLLS 

NEW YORK—A recent survey of psychiatrists indicated that 
an overwhelming majority of them still believe that homo¬ 
sexuals are “sick,” despite the 1974 declaration of the Amer¬ 
ican Psychiatric Association to the contrary. 

The generally anti-gay views represented in the response 
indicated that the psychiatric profession apparently remains 
committed to homophobic values* Liberals in the leadership of 
the APA may be able to put in a “good word” for homosexuals 
during debates on civil rights bills, but the average American 
who comes into contact with the average psychiatrist is ap¬ 
parently going to find homophobia the accepted norm* 

Are Lesbians Happier? 

In a society where the divorce rate almost equals the marriage 
rate, what are the factors that tend to keep people together in a 
relationship? For the next three years, Drs, Pepper Schwartz 
and Phillip Blum stein, sociologists at the University of Wash¬ 
ington, will study couples, two-thirds of them gay, in an effort to 
find “good solutions” for everyone to use as models for relation¬ 
ships* 

The study, funded by a grant from the National Science 
Foundation, focuses on gay couples for two reasons: thus far, it 
has not been done, and secondly, there is much to be gained 
from studying people who are together, not because society 
wants them to be, but because they have on their own worked 
out some solutions. 

The two researchers are concentrating their efforts in 
Seattle, San Francisco and New York City, where there is 
greater accessability to gay people, but they hope to reach those 
who may be more isolated in rural areas as well. Confidentiality 
is protected for all participants. In order to take part in the 
study, contact either of the two directors at the Department of 
Sociology DK-40, University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195. 
They will mail you questionnaires (you can use a nickname, if 
you wish) to be filled out separately by each partner. No record 
will be kept of the requests for questionnaires, once they have 
been sent. From the respondents, 200 couples will be selected 
for further interviews and paid for their participation. 
__ (-The Advocate) 


FLEET PRICES ON ALL MAKES 

Jan Holden 766-3847 

Sales Business Manager 877-0864 

STUDIO CITY MOTORS 

11647 Ventura Blvd., 

Studio City, CA 91604 



oo oo 


VOLVO 

FIAT 


r 


X 


FOR CONCERNED GAY CATHOLICS 
and our friends 


DIGNITY 


0 


SUNDAY MASS, RAPS 
MEETINGS , SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 


Santa Monica/West L.A. 

7985 Santa Monica Blvd, No. 

L.A., Ca. 90027 

(2131 656-0258 ext. 14 


219 


Los Angeles 
P.O. Box 27516 
L.A. Ca. 90027 
(213) 664-2872 

San Fernando Valley 
P.O. Box 911 
Van Nuys, Ca. 91408 
(213) 761-3349 


22 • Lesbian Tide 























Her ta Who ? 


WITTGENSTEIN, HERTA, BORN: SALZBURG, AUSTRIA, 1942, FEMALE, 5,7", 125 LBS, EYES: 
BR., HAIR: BR., OCCUPATIONS: M.D., MOTHER, PHOTOGRAPHER, WRITER. ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
DIVORCED, CHILDREN, PILOT'S LICENSE, NOMINATION FOR PULITZER PRIZE, DESIGNED S 
BUILT OWN HOUSE. SHORTCOMINGS: INTOLERANT, EGOTISTICAL, NEVER ON TIME, MANIPU¬ 
LATING, DISORGANIZED, AND MANY MORE. 

STOP • SHE WROTE A BOOK * 

If you’ve loved, 
it’s VOUR book. 

You may order your copy from 

-- 1 

| Nautilus Books 
1 210 fifth avenue 
] newyork,n.y. 10010 

i 

I Please send me —copy(les) of SCRATCHES at $8.95 ea. 

1 

I 

I Name _ 

Address___ 

\ City- i - 

| State_ Zip_ 


“The first autobiography I didn't get 
bored with. In fact, I couldn’t put the 
book aside until I finished the last 

page ” —NANCY NAPPO, 

The New York Times 


“It is definitely not ‘another woman’s 
writing.’ In the last few years we have 
gotten an overdose of clitorimania. 
SCRATCHES contains nothing of that 
sort. The emphasis is on life and death, 
presented in extraordinary vignettes.” 

—L. FORANI-WILLS, 
_ Drew University 


TWO PRINTINGS SOLD OUT PRIOR TO PUBLICATION. 















Short curreji:La 

KNOW THY ENEMIES 
(Sappho Ch. I, Vs.2-8) 

America’s latest social disease has now spread to England 
and is becoming epidemic in that country also. America’s mo¬ 
ther country has caught Bryantitis, in the form of their own 
Mary Whitehouse, a rampaging anti-pornography leader, who is 
now leading campaigns against gays. London’s Daily Mail re¬ 
cently listed Whitehouse as one of England’s top ten “most 
obnoxious” personalities. The crusader is now lacing her 
speeches with warnings that the gay movement is a Communist 
plot to overthrow Western Civilization. 

—Gay News 

Where Have All The Eagles Gone? 


Who’s kidding whom? In 1975 Phyllis Schlafly claimed that 
her Eagle Forum had 42,000 members. Eagle treasurer Marga¬ 
ret Gaul repeated this assertion to the IRS in 1976. 

A look at Eagle Forum’s IRS reports, however, tells a dif¬ 
ferent story. Reported income from dues and assessments from 
members was $2,124.50 in 1975. With memberships then going 
for a $2.00 minimum, total members could not have exceeded 
1,062. Assuming treasurer Gaul slipped on her adding machine 
buttons and Eagle Forum’s total revenue for the year, $23,- 
841.90, came exclusively from dues, members could not have 
exceeded 12,000. Where, we wonder, are the other 30,000 
Eagles? 

The story gets worse in 1976 when, again giving Schlafly 
the benefit of the doubt, Eagles could not have exceeded 
6,250—for a total of more than 33,000 missing Eagles. Actual¬ 
ly, dues and memberships, according to IRS reports, brought 
the organization $3,267 from a maximum of 1,634 members. 
The group’s by-laws, also submitted to the IRS, delcare that all 
members mustpay dues._ __ _ 
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It may be nice to fool the media, Phyllis, but it isn’t so nice 
to fool the IRS, which might be wondering where that $66,000 
from the missing Eagles is... 

Meanwhile, at last report, Schlafly’s new political action 
committee, STOP-ERA PAC, still hasn’t filed with either 
Illinois or federal election officials. 

—The Advocate 

Canadian’s Rally ‘Go Home Anita’ 

Anita went north this winter trying to meet new friends and 
get away from those ever present gay demonstrations which fol¬ 
low her around the world these days. She was not successful. 
1,000 Canadian lesbian and gays met her in Toronto and an¬ 
other 500 protested in front of a nearby suburbian Chruch 
where she was to speak. On the second occasion the local minis¬ 
ter was pied (chocolate cream), as activists demanded, “Les¬ 
bian & Gay Rights Now.” The success of the demonstrations, it 
was reported by Rick Rebaut of The Body Politic, was largely 
due to women’s groups. 

Klan Teens Terrorize 

OKLAHOMA CITY,OK—A group of teenage boys have orga¬ 
nized Ku Klux Klan chapters, involving a campaign of terror 
against homosexuals in two area high schools here. 

“We are not just against blacks like the old Klan,” one 
youth said. “We are against gays and the clubs that support 
them and are going to try to shut them down because this activi¬ 
ty is morally and socially womg.” 

Another high school student said, “The only people we 
won’t let in are girls, blacks, Jews or dope smokers and we might 
consider Catholics if the time comes.” 

The Oklahoma City Times reported that an estimated 112 
to 132 students, between the ages of 15 and 17, in northwest 
Oklahoma City and surrounding suburbs have joined the two 
teenage chapters of the Klan. 

Milkman Pushing Orange Juice 
> 

LOS ANGELES: The November issue of ‘Christian Life’ ran a 
letter by singer Pat Boone to Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley 
on the subject of homosexuality. 

In part, Boone’s letter read: “Isn’t is remarkable that in 
America, which purports to be a ‘Christian’ nation, no politi¬ 
cian on any level can hope to be elected without actively court¬ 
ing the homosexual vote? 

(Editors Note: Ain't that a shame!) 


COMPLETE TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 



5314 North Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, California 90042 

AIRLINE TICKETS, CRUISES, CHARTERS, 
HOTEL & CAR RENTAL RESERVATIONS 
INDIVIDUAL & GROUP TOURS 

OUR SERVICES ARE FREE (213) 255-1115 
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Bhortcurrents 


GAYS, FEMINISTS LOOK TO DEMOCRATIC 
CONVENTION 

Feminist and gay organizations around the country are begin¬ 
ning to organize for the Democratic Party's Mid-Term Conven¬ 
tion slated for early December in Memphis, Tennessee. Bobbi 
Bennett of N.O.W.’s Los Angeles Lesbian Rights Task Force 
explained that two goals of the effort would be to make strong 
feminist input into the Convention and Party itself, and to per¬ 
suade this political party to elect a co-sexual slate of delegates 
to the 1979 Presidential Convention. Bennett said feminists 
want to see 50% of the delegates be women. N.G.W. will also try 
to get the Party to adopt the Houston IWY feminist platform. 



LESBIAN NIGHTINGALE 


IRISH ANTI-GAY LAWS CHALLENGED 

DUBLIN, IRELAND {Gay News)—Campaign for Homosexual 
Law Reform, has initiated a challenge to the Irish Republic's 
laws against homosexuality as violating the Irish constitution. 

A writ, names Attorney General Hederman as defendant. 
The case is expected to cost somewhere in the region of 30,000 
pounds. It will be heard first in the High Court, after which 
it is almost certain that the losing party will appeal to Eire's 
Supreme Court. 

C.H.L.R. charges that the anti-gay laws offend againt those 
sections of the constitution which guarantee the personal rights 
to freedom of any citizen, and the right to privacy. 

(GAYSWEEK) 

SUPPORT FOR TEACHERS 

LANSING, MI (Merto)—The 92,000-member Michigan Educa¬ 
tion Association adopted a resolution recently calling for the 
elimination of discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 

The action parallels a similar stand taken by the 1.8 million 
member National Education Association this summer. 


LONDON — Florence Nightingale, who is looked upon as 
the founder of modem nursing, was a lesbian, according to a 
new book. Dr. Richard Gordon, who wrote the forthcoming fic¬ 
tionalized story. The Private Life of Florence Nightingale, con¬ 
tends that he is not out to destroy a legend. “The question of 
her being a lesbian is simply historical fact," Gordon said. 

The author based his conclusion on a careful reading of 
Nightingale's letters, which record that she slept with countess¬ 
es and cowgirls, and noted that “no woman could excite pas¬ 
sion in another woman" as well as she could. 

Elspeth Huxley, the official biographer of Florence Nightin¬ 
gale conceded that the letters do show “emotional attach¬ 
ments,” but he interpreted the feelings as “dotage on her part” 
and “hero-worship” on the part of her nursing companions. 

The Royal College of Nursing in London charged that Dr. 
Gordon has written “absolute nonsense.” 

{—GCN) 

ERA DEFEAT IN ALABAMA 






SANTA BARBARA 

4 Mar. 8:00 pm The Franklin School 805-962*4282 
$3.50 advanee/$4.GO door By the Santa Barbara Women’s 
Cultural Productions to benefit The Women's Freedom Clinic 


S AN FRANCISCO 

8 24 Mar, 8:00 pm Glide Memorial Church at Taylor and Ellis 
S3.00 advance/$3.75 door Benefit Concert for the S.F. 
fWomen's Centers, 63 Brady St. S,F. 415-431-1180 


to 8 vote. He 
will become 


(GAYSWEEK) 


MONTGOMERY,AL—The State Senate here voted over 
whelmingly against ratification of the proposed Equal Rights 
Amendment. The amendment was brought to the floor without 
advance notice. 


“It really doesn' t matter what Alabama does,” Sen. U. W. 
Clemon, sponsor of the measure, said after the 24 to 
said he was certain the amendment ultimately 
law.” 

The ERA has been approved by 35 states and must be rati* 
fied by three more by March 22, 1979, to become part of the 
Constitution. 


NOBLE DECLARES MAYOR ‘HONORARY LESBIAN' 


San Antonio, TX.: When Lila Cockrill, Mayor of this town 
refused to present open lesbian Mass. Representative Elaine 
Noble with a customary visiting dignitary aware after a recent 
speech she made there, Noble told the press she had declared 
Cockrill an honorary lesbian. Noble's award to the mayor, pre¬ 
sented in abstenia of the mayor, continued...“as such you must 
proclaim the attributes of our fair City of Lesbos...and promote 
our Lesbian city as one in which to live, love, shop, vacation, 

and obtain a facial.”_(Point BlankTimes) 


































































Editorials 


Lesbian Paper Infiltrated 

In the last six months three major movement presses have 
been raided, sued, and infiltrated. The Lesbian Tide warns all 
lesbian, feminist, and gay presses to take immediate steps to 
protect ourselves and our community. 

Canada's Body Politic was raided by the police, England's 
Gay News was sued and convicted of blasphemy, and London's 
lesbian paper Sappho was infiltrated by a straight female 
journalist investigating doctors and lesbian couples who pro¬ 
vided and received artificial insemination (see stories this 
issue). Last December, Joannan Patyna of London's Evening 
News walked into the Sappho office posing as a lesbian 
wanting a baby. In her story in the News she reported Sappho 
put her in touch with a doctor who had performed articial 
insemination for lesbians. The article included a photograph of 
Sappho’s headquarters and its address, even though Patyna 
had promised Sappho there would be no pictures, and despite 
last minute warnings by Sappho staffee Nikki Henrigques that 
the lesbian paper feared “bricks being thrown through our 
windows” if the address were printed. Jackie Forster of Sappho 
reports that only a last minute injunction against The Evening 
News prevented the lesbian couple's names, addresses and 
photographs from being used. 

As the staff of a widely known radical lesbian paper we have 
discussed and become more conscious of the potential risks we 
are taking in printing articles on women's health that our 
enemies may term “pornographic,” in printing news about 
methodologies some have used to combat discrimination a- 
gainst us, in publishing a paper that advocates freedom for 
lesbians and the viability of our lifestyle. 

In the wake of these events, we strongly urge presses and 
groups to; (A) protect themselves legally by incorporating or 
establishing legal identity of some kind. Corporation status, 
non-profit or profit, protects staff members from personal 
liability in event of suit. (B) Have an attorney, who agrees with 
your politics, on immediate call. (C) It wouldn't hurt to have a 
tax accountant with similar politics also ready. (D) Take appro¬ 
priate steps to insure that all records necessary for publication 
are in one or more safe places outside your known headquarters. 
(E) Have copies of subscription lists so that you can immediate¬ 
ly destroy them rather than allow police to confiscate them from 
your offices. (F) Without being overly paranoid, question and 
try to establish some reference background on new staff mem¬ 
bers. (G) Confirm all address and phone numbers on new 
display and classified advertising. (H) Know and discuss the 
possibility that any article on women's health may be termed 
pornographic, think twice before recommending the use of 
illegal actions or printing an article that advocates such (there 
are ways to be subtle and legally safe!). (I) Above all: KEEP 
THE PRESSES ROLLING! 

The Lesbian Tide sends its support and admiration for the 
staff members of these three papers whose personal courage to 
keep going under attack is a testament to the strength of our 
struggle. 



MEN 

TRASHING 

WOMEN 


The Lesbian Tide demands an apology from The Advo¬ 
cate, a gay male newspaper, for their printing of a slanderous 
article by Mary Oddone entitled, “Women Trashing Women.” 
The article, published in this largest gay paper in America which 
as a self proclaimed readership which is 97% male and 3% 
lesbian,interviews three women who relate how the lesbian 
movement has “trashed” them. 

If lesbians wonder what a gay male paper that traditionally 
offers only brief news clips about the lesbian movement and 
rarely if ever prints a full length feature about women (other 
than a movie star interview) is doing with such an article on its 
' cover....the real story, which is not printed in the article, is 
enough to make one vomit. Two of the three women held up to 
gay men as examples, are not even supportive of the ERA, a top 
priority goal of lesbian feminists. All three, by their own 
admission, are brand new to the lesbian feminist movement, 

Maxine Rafferty, from San Francisco's Wages for House¬ 
work, relates how a Lesbian Caucus meeting stopped their 
discussions, put her on the spot, accused her of not supporting 
the ERA and of being “secretive” about this non-sup port. 
Rafferty comes from a long background in the Anti-war move¬ 
ment and feminist (rape) politics. Neither Rafferty nor The 
Advocate state whether Rafferty is a lesbian. Further, it is well 
known that members of Wages for Housework go into lesbian 
and feminist groups and ask for their support, and only under 
questioning reveal that they do not support the ERA. 

The second example of 'how T badly we treat our own' is 
Nancy Roth, recently elected president of Save Our Human 
Rights, Inc. of San Francisco. Readers will recall it was SOHR 
that received SI25,000 net profit proceeds from the Los An¬ 
geles Holly wood Bowl gay conceit featuring Richard Pryor. The 
$125,000 came out of the pockets of Los Angeles lesbians and 
gay men. SOHR and the Hollywood Bowl was Roth’s FIRST 
experience with the gay or lesbian movement. The article 
relates how Roth came out of the closet and “accidentally ended 
up at the first organizing meeting of SOHR.” Yet, this woman is 
held up as a lesbian feminist and member of our community, in 
the article Roth says, “bitterness and hatred seem to be the 
kind of energy I have felt coming from many movement les¬ 
bians.” Roth forgets to note that her organization was involved 
in a highly controversial benefit and that “her” community of 
movement lesbians has a right to know what she and her 
organization plan to do with the $125,000 we gave her, SOHR 
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has as yet Issued no statement on what it intends to do with the 
money. 

But the third lesbian Interviewed for this piece of slander 
tops the bill The article gives ns Mary Lewis, also just out of the 
closet, whose first movement activity with a San Jose mixed gay 
and lesbian group ended in personal embarassment. It seems 
Lewis was asked by this group to invite a “prominent gay male 
speaker" to the group’s political event. On the night of the 
event, however, her group reneged on their invitation and 
informed her that they did not want her friend, the very 
“prominent gay male speaker,” to speak after all. Further, as an 
example of how women bitch and fight even among each other, 
the article reports that another designated woman speaker, who 
also was a friend of the prominent gay male, supported the gay 
man’s right to speak and despite the Committee’s objections 
went on stage and invited the man to speak. He did speak, 

“Women Trashing Women” summarizes that poor Mary 
has no plans for further movement activities because “it sure as 
hell hurt, not to be able to work with lesbians.” 

What The Advocate does not tell its male readership is 
that Mary Lewis is Advocate publisher David Goodstein’s 
personal bookkeeper and the lover of The Advocate’s senior 
editor, Sasha Gregory Lewis. What The Advocate does not say 
is that the “prominent gay male” in question was David 
Goodstein himself, and that the “other woman speaker,” divid¬ 
ing women against women, is Elaine Noble, Massachusetts 
representative and close personal and political friend of Good- 
stein’s, What the article does not report is that the San Jose 
lesbian and gay men withdrew their invitation to Good stein 
because of an article he authored in The Advocate which 
appeared several days before the referred to event. In the article 
Goodstein urged gays to call off the Coor’s Boycott. What 
“Women Trashing Women” does not say is that Nancy Roth is 
also a personal friend of Goodstein 1 s and The Advocate. And 
what Maureen Rafferty does not seem to realize is that she has 
allowed a known sexist paper to use her against the feminist 
community. 

The Lesbian Tide therefore suggests that the article 
“Women Trashing Women,” which was printed as a model of 
how lesbians treat each other, is an incomplete and inaccurate 
subterfuge, in which Goodstein uses his editors, his bookkeeper, 
his paper, and the national lesbian community to assuage his 
ego. That The Advocate’s publisher needed to, and went to 
great length, to get women to say what he didn’t have the guts to 
say himself is an act of cowardice and sexism that shames even 
the gay male movement. 

That Goodstein prints the words “Women Trashing Wom¬ 
en” on the cover of a paper which is sold on thousands of 
newsracks across the country is an insult which our community, 
in our opinion, does not deserve and will not tolerate. 

The Lesbian Tide is the first to admit that activism in the 
lesbian movement, and for that matter any social change move¬ 
ment in history, Is not easy on an Individual’s emotions or life. 
As a movement we are far from perfect and not always kind. 
We share this fault that we have Internalized from living In a 
dog-eat-dog capitalist, male dominated society, with all men and 
unfortunately a good many women. 

The Lesbian Tide however believes that, laying aside the 
trumped up examples and vindictive motivation of this particu¬ 
lar article, a national sexist gay male paper with readership of 
97% men is no place to air the dirty laundry of lesbian feminism. 
We also believe that those responsible know the article’s topic 
was inappropriate and most unusual for a paper that has up till 
now ignored most of our news and rarely mentions our process. 
We suggest this topic is appropriate for lesbian and feminist 


Editorial 

press whose editors and readers are committed lo our sister¬ 
hood. 

In objecting to both the printing of the article, and its 
manipulative content, we urge lesbians to take what actions they 
may think appropriate and we call for an apology from The 
Advocate and David Goodstein. 

—The Staff 


From Us 

CORRECTIONS: In our last issue (Jan./Feb. 1978) we incor- 
rectly spelled the name of a Chicana lesbian delegate who spoke 
in Houston as “Avendides,” her correct name is Patricia Bene- 
vides from Seattle. The “unknown” listed in the picture caption 
of the NGTF women in Houston is Meryl Friedman. 

MONTHLY FUND STILL NEEDS YOU 

As many readers know, our goal for this year is to publish a 
monthly Lesbian Tide. We are bimonthly now but are finding 
that there’s too much news to print in six issues per year. We 
thank those who have sent contributions and ask-PLEASE 
CONTINUE! Think of us when your tax return returns! We are 
tax-deductible (make out deductible checks to The Women’s 
Center, Inc.), We are open to contracting investment loans. Do 
write! 

Many thanks. 



WHAT 
COMES 
OUT ONCE 
ONTH AND 
IS MORE FUN 

than falling 

FF THE ROOF? 

The Lesbian Tide , of course. But the Tide only comes 
out every other month, you say? Not if you have 
anything to say about it. Yes, friends, The Lesbian 
Tide could be arriving at your very door or bookstore 
every single month. How can you help? We’re glad 
you asked that. All that stands between you and us 
is a mere $2,000. With that amount we could absorb 
the initial expense of double printing, mailing, etc. 
bills. So send what you can to: 

Tide — Monthly 
8706 Cadillac Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 

SEE lesbians fight heterosexism in the courts, In 
City Hall, in the streets! 

THRILL to the latest book and record reviews! 

GASP AS differing viewpoints clash in the letters 
section! 

CHEER as your pile of Tides gets bigger twice as fast! 

You’ll sigh, you’ll laugh, you’ll love every Amazonian 
minute of the monthly Lesbian Tide! And you can help 
to make it happen by sending your orange juice 
\gioney to us. _/ 
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Letters 



WORKING WITH GAY MEN 


Lesbian Tide: 

This is in response to “Should Lesbians Support the Gay 
Movement.” In that article, on the basis of her experience with 
men in a Santa Clara, California gay organization, who did not 
understand the importance of the IWY Houston Conference to 
gay rights, she seems to conclude that lesbians should again re¬ 
main apart from political work with gay men. 

For lesbians in numerous other areas of the country, who 
may not have as yet actually worked with gay men in gay organi¬ 
zations, I think it is critical to point out that not all gay men and 
gay organizations are so oblivious as the Santa Clara exper¬ 
ience indicated. 

Here in Portland, our most prominent gay rights group,the 
Portland Town Council, immediately supported preparations 
for Houston. Since lesbians have been as active as gay men in 
PTC for years , the men have an understanding of not only the 
importance of lesbian issues (in contrast to issues of primary im¬ 
portance to gay men), but also how sexism and heterosexism are 
related. 

But that understanding took time to develop. And over 
time, by insisting on their right to be part of the gay movement, 
lesbians actually separated the “men from the boys'* — meaning 
that gay males who sided with lesbians stayed and gay males who 
did not left. 

If women in Santa Clara only worked with men a short time, 
when those men were accustomed to dealing with only gay male 
concerns, then it is no surprise that a crisis came up. But what is 
discouraging is that at that point lesbians “gave up.” 

If lesbians remain aloof from the gay rights fight, issues of 
interest particularly to lesbians will not get taken care of. When 
men act as they did in Santa Clara, that tells me we need to get 
even more involved and stay involved, so that those men will 
understand the importance of the next Houston. 

Holly Hart 

To Tide Publications, 

Your Jan./Feb. issue could not have come at a better time! I 
subscribed to The Advocate for years, not because I parti¬ 
cularly like the paper, but because at the time, it was the only 
gay publication. 

Rosalie Nichols* write-up on the Gay Movement (“Should 
Lesbians Support The Gay Movement?”—see last issue) is 
excellent and the quotes by Del Martin are right on target. Many 
years ago I belonged to D.O.B, (which Martin founded) in New 
York City and even then the fags from their lordly perch looked 
down their noses at us. Many bars on 8th Street did not allow 
women, gay or otherwise, and this was in 1930. So to hell with 
’em. 

Now that LF (lesbian feminists) are making great strides 
and fighting together men think we should automatically sup¬ 


port them. Why? If they got their noses out of each other’s 
crotch and used what brains, if any, they have and made a 
responsible public appeal maybe they too would win support. 
Can you imagine the reaction of the straight world when they 
read “Trader Dick?** (the personals column of The Advocate) I 
just throw it in the garbage and only read the first section and if 
that is the reaction of a lesbian feminist, what thoughts and 
opinions must straights have concerning the gay world? They 
live in a Peter Pan world, so be it for them, but that does not 
have to be it for us. 

I wrote two letters to The Advocate about an advertise¬ 
ment they printed in the Women’s Section asking for typists. I 
wrote and asked, “Why women for typing job? What about the 
executive jobs?” This division is subtle, sly and slick and we 
have to be alert and quick not to be made into patsies. Rosalie 
Nichols* write-up and Del Martin’s quote made my day. Hurrah! 

, Sincerely, Wanda/New York 

Editor's Note: We also received a letter from Syd Crocker , co-chair of 
New Alliance for Gay Equality (New AGE), asking that lesbians H not 
give up'* on working with gay men. Crocker stated * l We need 
your help, not your withdrawal , f> and pledged “to continue 
working to insure the growing strong coalitions of no* only gay 
men and lesbians, but of all women and men, ” 

THANKS FOR A LOVE LETTER 

Dear Sisters, 

This is a thank you note for the incredible love letter by 
Cheri Lesh in the Nov./Dec. issue of The Tide. She took the 
politics, the suppressed medical research on fat, and all the 
oppression we feel in our daily lives and turned it into poetry. 
It’s such a miracle when a thin woman researches conscious¬ 
ness of our pain. But, of course, it’s no miracle — it's a long 
hard process to hear the information on fat—how fat Is not 
unhealthy in itself, how it’s dieting and the stress of being fat 
in the patriarchy that shortens our lives. It’s no miracle— it’s a 
labor of love! Loving ourselves as women! 

The measure of our oppression is how many letters you’re 
going to get shocked that fou would publish such a revol¬ 
utionary article! It’s such a wonderful feeling to realize other 
women do hear us, believe, not only us, but their own body’s 
experience, and bravely carry on the struggle against fat 
oppression that’s killing us all. All women must fight lookism 
for us all to be free. 

Anyone who wants more medical information or simply 
support, write the Fat Underground, P.O. Box 5621, Santa 
Monica, CA 90405. 

Thank you, 
The Fat Underground 

P,S. We are starting a problem solving/consciousness raising 
group for lesbians. If you are interested, please call 652-9840. 
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Mothers 


Custody Battles 

Carter Hurts Case 

Margareth Miller is a lesbian mother in Ann Arbor, MI 
who has been to court seven times in the past year trying to 
regain custody of her 11-year-old daughter Gillian* As a native 
of England, she is in danger of deportation, despite her 15-year 
residency in this country. Margareth separated from her hus¬ 
band five years ago and he was fully aware of her lesbianism, but 
he was not interested in custody of the children until very re¬ 
cently. The court-appointed psychologist testified that a change 
in custody would be emotionally damaging to Gillian and that 
she had pleaded to be allowed to stay with her mother. The 
judge, however* denied custody to the mother, saying that he 
was concerned about puberty, and he quoted an article by 
Jimmy Carter about how homosexuality is unnatural and ab¬ 
normal. He also stated that Margareth moved too often. Mar¬ 
gareth can be reached through her attorney, Shirley Burgoyne, 
111 N. Main, Ann Arbor, MI 48107. -Mom’s Apple Pie 

California Victory 

Winning feels good; winning in a good cause feels even 
better, and winning when almost no one ever has, feels wonder¬ 
ful. Gay people have an opportunity to rejoice with the triumph 
of lesbian mother Lynn Ransom of Oakland (California), who 
was given custody of her two children, Damon, 11, and Ve- 
nessa, 9, in the Alameda Superior Court after three days of 
testimony. Lynn and the children returned to the house they 
share with her lover, Georgia* 

The judge was Gordon Minder, the same person who had, 
in May taken Jeanne Ju Hi on's children from her in another 
leabian mother custody case. — The Advocate 

Stamper Must Share 

In the Jacqueline Stamper case meanwhile, the judge de¬ 
cided this lesbian mother must share custody of her two daugh¬ 
ters (ages 5 to 7). Jacqueline gets the girls during the school 
year except for one wee knight per week and three weekends per 
month which they spend with their father. The father is ap¬ 
pealing this decision and pressing for a ruling on whether Jac¬ 
queline can continue living with her lover. 

DYKES AND TYKES 

DYKES AND TYKES LEGAL CUSTODY CENTER in 
New York exists to fight the growing attacks on lesbian mothers 
and their right to keep their children, A volunteer staff of 20 
lesbians has been trained to counsel lesbian mothers faced with 
or fearing custody battles. The custody center is located at 110 
East 23rd St, Manhattan, Em. 502* Childcare is provided for 
all women who come to the Center 

TROUBLE IN ENGLAND 

According to a statement in the London Evening News 
last week, a London Gynecologist has helped eight lesbian 
couples to have babies through the aid of artificial insemination. 



Sappho, an organization for lesbians acted as a liaison bet* 
ween the lesbian couples and the doctor* The oldest child is now 
two years old and lives with the mother and lover in Australia. 
Before moving from England the mother also had a second child 
by the same method* 

In the hopes that thousands of lesbian women would have 
been enabled to have children by artificial insemination, spokes¬ 
person Jackie Forster, a Sappho organizer, expressed her 
dismay that the story was leaked so soon* 

u We desperately wanted to keep this a secret,” Forster 
confided to the London Evening News. Forster fears that pub¬ 
licity will precipitate legislation to bring the practice to an end. 

According to the British Medical Association, no ethical 
guidelines exist in cases where homosexuality is concerned and 
feels that doctors must judge each case on its own merits** A 
spokesman for the medical association stated that the associa¬ 
tion accepts the fact that some lesbians want to be mothers and 
no special personal or psychological problems seemed to be 
present to interfere with pregnancy or motherhood* 

The spokesman continued, “The doctor’s first considera¬ 
tion must be for the welfare of a patient who wants to have a 
baby. But he would take into account the life of a child which 
would be bom into an unusual situation. 

Sappho spokesperson Forster pointed out that the doctor 
was not motivated by financial profit. His going rate was $23*75 
for the consultation and $22.80 for the insemination services* 
Forster says, that usually such procedures cost about $275*00* 
The ‘Evening News’ story reported tiat in all there were 
ten “Sappho children.” One lesbian mother had twins. 

(The Sentinel, SE? Calif.) 
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By Audrey Guarriello 

There is a theory that women were once equal in physical 
strength to men, that their muscular structure was identical, but 
that this offended man's vanity too much. The men wishing the 
object of their desire to be private property confined them to 
the home, thus depriving the women of their natural hunting and 
fighting instincts. Of course, many people would say that wom¬ 
en lost none of their talents, merely changed the location from 


outdoors to indoors* And obscure tribes are noted in which the 
women are the hunters and providers of the daily meal, while 
the men primp all day* 

One only needs to look at women powerlifters to get a 
glimpse of that pre-patriarchal strength in action. A recent 
event provided just such an opportunity. 

Twenty-six women whose bodily weight ranged from 99V& 
to 270 pounds lifted weights heavier than themselves at the first 
California Women's Open Powerlifting Championship held in 
January in Glendale, California. The Open was sponsored by 
the Amateur Athletic Association, and promises to be an annual 
event. There were seven different weight categories, each doing 
the squat, bench press and deadlift. 


But can she type? 

Over half the entrants were from California Feminist Wom¬ 
en's Health Centers. The F.W.H.C.'s picked up eight of the 
fourteen first and second prizes* 

Terry Dillard from Iowa set an American women's record 
with a deadlift (up from the ground) of 305 pounds. She herself 
weighed in at 109% pounds. She also earned the title of “Best 
Lifter" of the meet, 

Barbara Sherman of San Francisco set a record in the 148% 
pound class. She lifted 280 pounds. 

Many would-be participants, unable to take part in this e- 
vent due to the ill-effects of the flu, have resumed training for 
next year. The 1979 California Women's Open Powerlifting 
Championships will be held in San Francisco next January* The 
A*A,U. is hoping that many more women will compete* 

Powerlifting is open to all women. So start now to build up 
your muscles. It's a marvelous way to feel on top of the world. 
And who knows, it may make rape whistles obsolete! 


Barbells & Biceps 
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Lobbing In A New Circuit 

By Rhoda Rover 

While most straight coverage of women’s sports remains 
buried on page fifty of daily newspapers, women’s tennis enjoys 
the attention of headline coverage with surprising regularity. 
In addition, tenis women sock away salaries equal to or above 
their male counterparts, Chris Evert is probably the first mil¬ 
lionaire in women’s sports. 

Traditionally, tennis has been a highly individualistic sport 
with a classist appeal But a new concept was started in 1974 
that begins to challenge tennis history: World Team Tennis. 
There are ten teams competing in the circuit each season. Each 
team consists of equal numbers of male and female players. A 
match between two teams consists of alternating play: doubles, 
singles, doubles, singles, (Mens, womens, and mixed doubles.) 
The scoring is on a 1 2 3 game basis, rather than the traditional 
love, 30 40 deuce, ad. This insures fast action and high interest 
for fans. At the end of these alternating matches, the team with 
most games won (as opposed to sets), wins the overall match. 
There are also tie-breakers and super-tie-breakers where play¬ 
ers may be substituted in for each other. 

Watching WTT play on the brightly rainbow colored indoor 
courts brought up mixed feelings for me as lesbian feminist. 
It is exciting to see women participate with men in a non-token- 
istic way. And it was refreshing to see the team-concept chal¬ 
lenging the historic individualism of tennis. But I still would 
rather see all women’s teams with a truly non-competitive struc¬ 
ture receiving the same accolades as these mixed teams in WTT. 


Sports 



Rosie Casals prepares to dish it out 


Editor's Note: Southern California women will have an unusual opportu¬ 
nity to experience and judge WTT for themselves on May 31, when the Los 
Angeles Strings and Ms , Magazine will sponsor a Women's Night at the 
L.A. Forum in Inglewood. The evening will feature warmup to the music 
of Olivia Records , Regular WTT competition between the Strings and die 
New York Apples will be followed by a rap group led by Billy Jean 
King. She will facilitate discussion on Women's Sports and the Womens 
Sports Foundation, a funding program with women athletes from each 
sport on board. 


f \ 

JEANNE and AUDREY WELCOME YOU TO 


THE NEW MS. FHZ 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT EVERY WEEKEND 
SATURDAY 9 P.M. - 2 A.M. SUNDAY 5 P.M. - 10 P.M. 



MS. FITZ SPONSORS A BASEBALL TEAM, 
BOWLING LEAGUE AND POOL TOURNAMENT 

I 

4363 South Sepulveda Boulevard 
Culver City, California 90230 

Take Culver Boulevard Offramp from San Diego Freeway 


NOW SERVING COCKTAILS 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 
10 A.M. - 2 A.M. 

I.D. REQUIRED 
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The many faces of Lily Tomlin are more brilliant than ever in her newest 
one-woman show. 


Sfflie fyi'cmcm 

A national directory of women musicians is 
currently being organized. 

There will be directory listings for musicians, and 
display advertising for teachers and businesses. 

For further information contact: 

The Performing Woman 
26910 Grand View 
Hayward, California 94542 
(415) 881-1423 


Tomlin & Wagner 

Superb! 

By Becky Bailin 

Appearing Night, Lily Tomlin at the Huntington Hartford 
Theater, Los Angeles 

Jane Wagner (the writer/director of Appearing Nightly) and 
Lily Tomlin’s work defies superlatives. To anyone creative, 
Wagner/Tomlin’s work is a constant reproach, testament that it 
is possible to be that staggeringly good. It is the unsettling, 
terrifying confrontation with infinite potential, it is reproach and 
inspiration, the challenge to struggle toward absolute best. 

From the show...“I worry. I worry that one day they will 
take my Bankamericard, put it in a slot and the message will 
come back ‘kill her at once’. ” Think of the feeling standing be¬ 
fore a cashier waiting for a check or credit card approval. Vague, 
unlit paranoia, thin uneasiness so everyday that it is below 
awareness. What do they know about me? Do they know I cheat¬ 
ed in eighth grade history? Will they blame me for something I 
never did? Fear, anger, annoyance we can’t abandon cause we 
don’t see. Wagner and Tomlin pry under my consciousness, 
they unearth awareness at its depth, summoning my laughter 
and that is my healing. 

I know that they are probably reluctant to publish the work 
and have it read without Lily’s delivery. But the album misses too 
much, and I want to linger over the words, with the time and 
space to let the, insight deepen. This is poetry, it is literature. 
We need it, and need it to be available to more than can afford 
the Huntington Hartford and manage to grab up its limited 
seating. 

I’ve never been impressed with scientific genius-the physi¬ 
cal world seems so simple compared with the universe of exper¬ 
ience, interpretation, description. Tomlin and Wagner’s work is 
the most extraordinary I’ve ever seen, the clarity, the immea¬ 
surable depth, the simplicity, precision and breadth of its in¬ 
sight is...brilliant is overused. It is the kind of work that makes 
us realize we’ve used up our superlatives on mediocrity. 


THE ANCIENT 



Judith Crewe 


The Ancient 

and other poems 

by Judith Crewe 
paper $3.50 

“A first collection of tough-minded, hard¬ 
surfaced and often complex poems.” 
Judith is an Alberta lesbian poet, the first 
woman to be published by the Canadian 
gay publishing house of Catalyst Press. 

Available from: Catalyst Press, 

315 Blantrye Avenue 
Scarborough, Ontario CANADA 
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Linda Tillery 



Bessie , Billie, and now Linda Tillery', 


Lesbian Nation Documented 

By Jeanne Cordova 

Our Right To Love , A Lesbian Resource Book. Edited by Ginny 
Vida. Prentice Hall. $12.95 

For your mother, for your lover, for the girl next door-“Our 
Right To Love is the most sophisticated and comprehensive 
work on lesbianism to date. 

I was reading it in a local coffee shop when I noticed a man 
peering over the booth divider. I present the book full face, 
“Want to see the whole cover?” Moments later the woman sit¬ 
ting with him broke the silence, “I hope there is a lot more 
public education about that.” 

Our Right To Love is about public education and us. The 
handsome, 9 x 11, 370 page, picture filled documentary speaks 
tastefully and knowledgeably about every facet of our lives. If 
someone told me there exists a book with articles about sex, 
courtship, and custody, about civil rights, music, and love, that 
I and my mother would both find inspiring, I would have said, 
“impossible!” But Our Right To Love exists for us now. IPs 
clear and simple, short on rhetoric, long on top quality writing 
emotional and above all, very, very proud. In-depth articles writ¬ 
ten by dozens of our most well known authors explore every 
thing from love-making to theory. And unknown, sometime 
anonymous, lesbians give us personal testimonies detailing the 


And All That Jazz 

By Lesley Mallgrave 

Linda Tillery, Linda “Tui” Tillery, Olivia Records, $6 

Yes, another from Olivia - this time Linda Tillery, And oh 
Linda Tiller it is. Just put that needle on the vinyl and letter 
sing. Her voice slides into your heart with a sweet, soft, driving 
style. And it’s the same with the lyrics: 

Woman strong as the rock of ages I sing this song for you 
And woman soft as a new-bombaby child I sing this song for you 
Vve listened to all the stories that you have to tell 
Shared your laughter and your dreams 
And it's wonderful , so wonderful, woman 

And wonderful are the hot jazz sounds composed by Mary 
Watkins, Linda Tillery, Diane Lindsay and June Millington. The 
album is tightly engineered and produced with the full sound of 
winds, strings and homs along with superb supporting vocals 
arranged by Vicki Randle. This album marks the best effort yet 
by a women's recording company in terms of complexity, 
diversity and instrumental depth. The album is receiving prime 
time air play and perhaps one reason is that D.J.s are recogni¬ 
zing Tillery's one-in-a-million voice first heard professionally in 
1968 with the band Loading Zone on stage with Janis Joplin and 
Big Brother. Since that time she has recorded with Santana, 
Coke Escovedo, Boz Scaggs and Lenny White. Now with this re¬ 
cording on Olivia, Tillery hopes her music will “give strength to 
other women as they too strive to attain the freedom that comes 
when restrictions based on race and sex are eliminated.” 

Like the title of the first track says, she does it all “In A 
Special Kind of Womanly Way” and the message is loud and 
clear 

Gonna go out and meet my sister / We got determination 

Lavin' an 1 workin’ together / We got dedication 

Well I just wanna jump an * shout 

Tell the world what it's all about 

We're singin' a new song 

A song to set us free 

fears {rejection, jail) and joys (love, activism) of our reality. 

Our Right To Love is also for us. Lesbians who came late 
to the movement can now re-capture the historical glories and 
infamies of Lesbian Nation. In “Reminiseenses of Two Female 
Homophiles,” founding mothers Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon 
put together the truly first National Lesbian .Conference-the 
year was 1960! Explaining that most early activists used pseu¬ 
donyms, we learn that when Phyllis wanted to come out of the 
closet, her non de plume was so widely known through The 
Ladder they had to “kill” her in an obituary column. Sidney 
Abbott recounts the long sticky story of NOW and “the lesbian 
issue,” Nancy Todor in “Sexual Problems” says in print what 
we think about in bed, and Rita Mae is “exhilarated” because 
“a few years ago I would have had to write this whole book. 
Think of the time this saves me!” 

In pictures and often poetic prose this book says; I am 
aged, I am a child, I am black and brown and trampled upon, 
I am a doctor, a lawyer and an Indian dyke, a socialist, a hard 
ass, a loving mother of four. I don't apologize, I don't beg, 
Vm telling you about Our Right To Love . 

‘‘LOVING WOMEN.” Revised, all new Hlustra- 
tions. Sensitive sex handbook for women loving 
women. Discreetly wrapped. Send $4 postpaid 
to: Nomadic Sisters, Box 793, Sonoca, CA 95370. 
Calif, residents add 6 percent tax. , 
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Julia, Turning Point, 
One Sings: 

Friends and Strangers 

By Becky Railin 

For the first time in years women will be arriving at 
the Oscars with a number of significant performances under 
their collective belts. While Hollywood is far from awash in 
feminist energy, especially in the upper reaches of its hierarchy 
and warmed by comrade-erie, Julia is inspiring, battling fascism 


to her death, Lillian inspiringly identifiable straining against 
fear to follow her conscience. In Lillian, Julia shows us the first 
woman in memory sexually coupled and on par with her lover, 
intellectually, creatively and morally. 

Closely observed The Taming Point presents an interesting 
set of alternatives. Two women's paths have diverged from their 
{that may be a contradiction anyway), this last year has been 
much ballyhood as a milestone for women. 

Two big Hollywood films, Julia and The Turning Point 
center on two women as does a French film by Agnes Varda 
titles One Sings The Other Doesn't. 

Julia is the best major studio film to emerge in years on ail 
counts and if it loses its Oscars to TUming Point or The Goodbye 
Girl it will be due to an industry that prefers great romantic 
melodrama to moral struggle. It is hard to fault a film of two 
independent, intelligent women dedicated to work and principle 



j for Gay Women: GAIA’S GUIDE’ 78 

[Thoroughly detailed annual pocket-size international lesbian bar/club 
| guide and complete directory. This fifth edition: All USA plus 35 other 
' countries. 4000 listings. Centers, publications, resources, services, 
switchboards and much, much more. $6.50 mail order {including post- 
| age with discretion guaranteed) from: FEMINIST H0RI2CIN$. Also on 
! sale at Gay Community Services Center and Sisterhood Bookstores. In 
Pasadena at Page One Books. 
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"turning pomt”s, Emma is an aging prima ballerina, Dee Dee a 
wife/mother/teacher formerly Emma’s equal as a dancer. Dee 
Dee became pregnant at the height of her career, supposedly to 
prove her boyfriend wasn’t “queer”-rumor has it that a homo¬ 
sexual subplot was suppressed. The implication is strong that 
Dee Dee, on a conscious or sub-conscious level chose family 
over dance. 

The film is apparently structured around choice. Emma 
chose art, Dee Dee family. Stripped bare, Turning Point reveals 
its misogynist as sumption-women must choose art/supreme 
dedication to work or relatedness. For women there is half a life 
or half a life, art and relationships are set up to look mutually 
exclusive. 

When work is set against relatedness, guess on which side 
the cards get stacked. At the moment we see them Emma is 
declining, distant with her lover, treated insensitively by her 
collegues, competitive, “a killer,” so alone that she tries to 
subvert Dee Dee’s relationship with her daughter. Dee Dee is 
lovingly connected, warm, in her prime as the mother/teacher of 
an emerging ballerina, her brooding only about her past. Dee 

t 


Dee tells her husband, “I'm satisfied with what I got,"but 
Emma is allowed no musing on the ecstasy of her passions. For 
women, identity through relatedness to others is clearly, in the 
long run, the more satisfactory life. 

I went into One Sings The Other Doesn't hoping to find some 
feminist voice given to the overpowering dimension of female 
friendship, platonic or not, I found the film unrelentingly 
vacuous,almost devoid of insight and structured so sloppily as 
to be embarassing, I think the film deserves harsh treatment in 
that it sees itself and is seen as an expression of the love and 
importance women hold in each other’s lives, yet centers on two 
women who never confront and never connect. I think what 
offends me is the implication that women friends are available 
for distant support but are not worthy of priority or struggle. 
The two women communicate through the film by postcard-not 
even letter. They appear in the same frame for at most five 
minutes, they look into each other’s faces for at most one. 
Maybe the security of "postcard” support is a start, but 
OSTOD seems satisfied with it—the end finds the women 
moving no closer. 



INVITES YOU 
TO JOIN US AT OUR 


FEMINIST BOOKS 


SATURDAY, MARCH 16 

noon- five 


MUSIC * FOOD ★ BARGAINS 


26 ft LAKE* PASADENA 


1351 WESTWOOD BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES* CALIF. 90024 
(213) 477-7300 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Jewelry 

Leather 

Records 

T-Shirts 

Vibrators 


Posters 

Cards 

Buttons 

Ceramics 

Bumpers 


The most complete feminist gift store in the world. 
FEMINIST HORIZONS is located at 10586Y 2 West 
Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90064. (213) 836-7822 
Browse from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday. For our mail order catalog of one-of-a-kind 
items, send 254 . You'll be glad you did! 
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Community 

Focus 


ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION: GOING PUBLIC? 

On Feb- 10, Herself Health Clinic was asked by Mike Gavin 
(news researcher for KNBC-TV’s show, Weekend) for infor¬ 
mation on lesbian couples who have successfully used artificial 
insemination (AI). Gavin indicated he was interested in inter* 
viewing lesbian couples for national T.V, with the intent to “ex¬ 
pose the legal and social barriers” they encountered in “seeking 
AI.” Herself, recalling numerous incidents where media ex¬ 
posure has incited reactionary activity by state legislators for 
the outlawing of AI, espressed misgivings about allowing the 
media any access to such couples* Herself appeals to the lesbian 
community for feedback on the political impact of cooperating 
with NBC. Write or call us at 972-9664, 153 Glendale Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90026. 


CALIFORNIA DYKES FEDERATE 


California lesbian activists have formed a state Lesbian 
Feminist Federation to footer communication, support and 
strength. Dozens of organizations were represented at the 
group's Feb, 18-21 Planning Meeting in San Jose, Calif. The 
concept of the Federation grew out of The Lesbian Caucus at 
the California Gay Conference To Defeat The Briggs Initiative 
in January* The new organization is open to all lesbian groups 
and lesbian caucuses of mixed organizations. To hook up with 
the Federation and receive further information write; Sisters of 
Sappha/Lesbian Feminist Alliance, 330 S. 3rd St. San Jose, 
Calif, 95112. 


1213 > 450.2191 


WesUide ttletnen'j Clinic 

COMPLETE GYNECOLOGICAL SERVICES 


1711 OCEAN PARK BOULEVARD 
SANTA MONICA, CA. SQ405 


Les bia n Episcopalians and Friends 
Come out to 



INTEGRITY 


A national gay organization which offers companion¬ 
ship, exchange of ideas, and Christian celebration in a 
personal and supportive atmosphere. 


Meetings: 1st, 3rd and 5th Tuesdays* 7:30 p. m. 
St John’s Episcopal Church 
at Flower & Adams in Los Angeles 


Info: 931-8550 


POLICE PLAYING “JOKES” 

Strangler jokes are hardly appropriate now or at any 
other time, yet guess who's clowning around - the LAPD. A 
woman walking home late one night in the vicinity of Wilshire 
and La Brea spotted a man who fit the composite drawing of the 
Hillside Strangler. Soon after a call to the police, officers 
arrived at the scene, questioned her and told the woman to get 
in their car. Several blocks later, they pulled over to the curb, 
turned on her and said they were the killers. As they pulled 
away, she jumped out of the car, cutting her foot* The officers 
then stopped and tried to convince her that they were joking. 
Gloria Allred, NOW president, and Connie Russell of NOW 
confronted acting Police Chief Rock and demanded an apology 
and disciplinary action* 

LATE FLASH: The Hillside Strangler claimed his 13th victim 
on Thursday, February 16* 

NOW THAT'S ENTERTAINMENT 

Feminist commediane Ivy Bottini, a veteran of both night¬ 
clubs and women's conferences, has created a place for women 
entertainers in Los Angeles to perform to a women's and lesbian 
audience. Every Sunday and Monday night women singers, 
commedianes, actresses, bands, poets and entertainers take 
over the stage at the A La Carte, 1604 North Highland, Holly¬ 
wood* The shows are diverse, and start at 8 and 9:30 on 
Sundays and 9 on Mondays* For more information or reser¬ 
vations, call 467-0369. 

BLUE MOON 

There is a new name about town, Once In A Blue Moon 
Productions* Blue Moon is L.A.'s only feminist collective pro¬ 
duction company* The women of Blue Moon see women's 
culture as yet another means to advance change - political, 
social and economic* The collective is also working closely with 
Music Inside Out to help bring women’s culture to women in 
orison* 


SUSAN DOUGLAS McGREIVY 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1701 CLINTON ST.* ART* 305 
LOS AN5ELE3, CA 80026 
PHONE (213) 403-1077 


K & G PAINTERS 

inferior Painting 


Loni Keliua 
*661 ■ 1901 



Ann Gaulin 
664-1647 


1026 Normandie Ave, 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90027 
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MARCH 8 RALLY; Los Angeles women who wish to celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of International Womens Day are invited 
to a candlelight vigil and indoor speakers and music program on 
March 8 at Cbanning Hall, 2936 W« 8th St. (East of Vermont 
Avenue). 

EMPLOYMENT CONFERENCE: The Career Planning Cen¬ 
ter will host iFs 5th Annual Employment Options Conference 
for women on Sat, April 15, at the L.A. Convention Center, 40 
workshops conducted by successful business women will in¬ 
clude - Creative Sales, Public Relations, Advancement and 
much more. Many employers will be there - so bring your re¬ 
sumes, Pre-registration: CPC, 1623 S. La Cienega Blvd. LA, 35 
or call 273-6633. $5 Reg. Fee in advance or at the door. 

Battered Women: LA County Commission on the Status of 
Women will hold public hearings on “ Assaults Against Women:” 
Mar, 16, 7:30, West Covina; Apr, 29, San Bernardino; May 20, 
East L.A. 



After months of dedication, San Diego feminists complete what they see as 
“a record of our struggles, ” a mural conceived in Spring of 1977 and made 
a realty by community women, most of whom were nonprofessional 
artists. The mural's (ocaharc is the Las Hermanns Coffeehouse , San Diego, 
California , 


Self-Defense: There are 210 self-defense classes for women in 
LA county. For information about those in your area, call 
974-1455. 

NOW Conference: California N.O.W. will hold their annual state 
meeting on May 26-28, at the Ramada Inn in Los Angeles. For 
further info contact your local NOW Chapter. 

EVELYN REED: internationally known feminist and Marxist 
anthropologist will speak at UC Riverside on March 10 from 
noon til 1 p.m. (She will also speak at the International Institute 
at 435 South Boyle in L.A. that evening at 7:30 p.m. and at Cal 
State Long Beach on Sun. March 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the Student 
Union, Rooms ABC. The latter event will kick off Long Beach 
State’s Women’s Week. 

“Self-Healing for Women” workshops offered by Herself 
Health Clinic designed to help women get and stay well. 
Workshops scheduled for Mar. 17 and 24 (conducted in Eng¬ 
lish) and Mar, 31 and Apr, 7 (conducted in Spanish). Limited 
space, early reservations: 972-9664. 


$5 at your bookstore, or 
discreetly by mail tram 
Renaissance House, Sox 292LE 
Village Station, New York, N.Y, 
10014, (Please add $1 it first 
dass mailing is required.) Your 
name will be kept strictly 
confidential. 


HWKEMH 




WOMEN'S CHOICE CLINIC 
Complete Gynecological Services 

Pregnancy Screening 

eening Pap (Cancer) Smears 

ns Vaginal Infections 

ire Urinary Infections 

mtrol Sickle Cell Test 

ing Routine Gyn Exams 

For information and appointments call . 


FEMINIST WOMEN'S HEALTH CENTER 
(L.A.) (213) 936-6293 



£jy3ertcn^t£t/ Course 

Fernin tsL^FitcPtcrajk 
an<£ Cj'OcCcfess IForsRfip 

7 Sessions 


ScutcLr^cd^OJjS lt° A V 


j?ie,ous& clclLL iriJorrr\jxjtlon, 

OoJcV/oinzori 


"AN ARMY OF LOVfcRS" and other 

T-SHIRTS FOR WARRIORS 



* AN ARMY OF LOVERS CANNOT FAIL! M 

Rita Mae Brown quote , two crossed 

double-axes (ancient matriarchal 
symbols), a flower at center of 
each blade, (Uvendar only) 

" THE MATRIARCHY LIVES 1 H A 10,000- 
year-old symbol of vomon strength 
speaks to our proud foundation t 
the strength in each of us today, 
our commitment to a new tomorrow. 
Proclaim pride our heritage* 



" THE OLDER I GET A WHOLE LOT 
BETTER I FEEL I ** Celebrate rebirth 
St recurring opportunity for 
growth, growing and constantly 
becoming, whether it 1 ® becoming 
6 or 60, Lyric by Holly Near, 


aOTIOT n H PO NOT FO LD SPINDLE OR 
FDia ¥ STEREOTYPE " A basic step for 
5P1111LE liberation, conceived for our 
0^ young friends. Only adult sizes 

iTlSfOTVft k a ve the women symbol. 


Lt• blue, mint, red, yellow, s t m, 
l f xl* Children: 6-8,10-1 2 ,14-16 t 
100$ cotton, $5 adult/#4 children, 
50jif postage. Bulk rate available, 
VITCH VAY MATRIARCHAL PRODUCTIONS 
2041 Reo, Lincoln Park, Mi, 48146, 
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WRITERS! EDITORS!: The Lesbian Tide is looking for 
a few good editors* $50 per issue. Job expected to become 
full time or part time CETA position in the late summer. 
Must be able to write and edit (we may be able to train you 
if you have no experience editing). Job includes being on 
Editorial Board, writing own articles, editing and critiqu¬ 
ing, short news, clips, etc. Time: Every Thursday evening, 
plus working at home to fulfill the above. Call office for in¬ 
terview or send your writings if you live out of town. We are 
willing to help re-locate you in Los Angeles. Editors receive 
$60 if they also help with layout {see below). 

ARTIST WANTED: The Lesbian Tide needs a layout ar¬ 
tist, paste-up dyke to help on production days (once every 
two months), $10 per day* Next issues: April 30 & June 25. 
Call if interested: Tide Publications (213) 839-7254. 
HEALTH CARE SPECIALIST/NURSE PRACTITION¬ 
ER: Feminist Clinic needs Women’s Health Care Special¬ 
ist or Nurse Practitioner, full or part time. Call Renee or 
Kate at (213) 450-2191. Westside Women’s Clinic, 1711 
Ocean Park Boulevard, Santa Monica, CA 90405* 

WOMEN MOBILIZED FOR POLITICAL ACTION: A 
Conference, “Southern California Women On The Move” 
has been called for Saturday, April 15, at the USC. “How 
To” is the theme of the Conference with all workshops de¬ 
signed to give participants the tools necessary to work to¬ 
wards implementation of resolutions passed at the Houston 
IWY Conference. The highlight of the day will be work¬ 
shop 2, where conferees will receive training on how to or¬ 
ganize their congressional district with other women to in¬ 
sure feminist input to their political party with special em¬ 
phasis on the Democratic Mid-term Convention to be held 
this year in Memphis, Tennessee. Set aside this date now. 
For more information call Bobbi or Diane 996-1574, or Pat 
or Becky at 881-4029. $10*00. 

PERMISSION MARATHON: Judy Freespirit will be facil¬ 
itating her final 1 day radical therapy Permission Mara¬ 
thon for lesbians on April 8* For information and reserva¬ 
tions call: 392-4730 or 829-4165, 

ARTISTS: The Lesbian Tide is starting a catalog of il¬ 
lustrators. We're looking for various styles to suit articles in 
future issues. Please send xerox sample(s) of your work 
along with your address and phone. We pay $3-$4 for print* 
ed graphics. 

GAY DISABLED: are invited to join a sort of “pen-pal” 
club to get in touch with each other. Write: Duane BouL 
ware, 5973 N. Clark St, Chicago, IL 60660. 

MOTHERS and SPORTSWOMEN: help us get the news 
out to Lesbian Nation by sending clips from your papers 
about lesbian mothers and women in sports. If you know of 
mothers in trouble, have news about custody, legal tips, or 
know women doing exciting things in sports-let us know* 
Write: TIDE PUBLICATIONS, 8706 Cadillac Avenue, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034. 

CALICO SOUND: for concerts, speaking events, tape or 
live dances & tape duplications. Call Carol Leamy (213) 
569-6849. 

GAY BLIND: cassettes containing gay news and other 
items of interest are available free to blind lesbians. Write: 
Ray Evans, Dignity/New York, Box 1554, FDR Station, 
New York, NY 10022. 

THINKING OF YOUR LOVER or friend on her birthday? 
Why not make a present of a subscription to your favorite 
lesbian publication. We will send special gift card. Write: 
TIDE PUBLICATIONS, 8706 Cadillac Ave., Los Angeles, 
CA 90034. $6 yr* 





To reach the thousands (00) 
of lesbians and feminists across 
the country who want your ** * 
books* records* posters, concerts* 
services, etc. 

ADVERTISING RATES 


FULL PAGE (20 column inches), *.$80 

Half page (io ” ” ) .$45 

% PAGE (5 ” ” )*._ ..$25 

4 Column inch ad... $20 

3 Column inch ad... ,$15 

BUSINESS CARD SIZE (2 col* inches) . . . $10 


SIZES: 1 column inch = 3horizontal by 1” 

vertical (ad copy may also be two columns 
7 inches — wide)* 


DEADLINES: Camera ready copy **, and check, 
must be received by the 20th of the month 
prior to publication. That is by: 

Feb. 20 for March/April issue 
April 20 for May/June issue 
June 20 for July /Aug* issue 
Aug. 20 for -Sept./Oct* issue 
Oct* 20 for Nov,/Dec. issue 


**We will layout your ad for you. $5.00 layout fee* 
TIDE PUBLICATIONS 

8706 Cadillac Ave. 

Los Angeles, Ca. 90034 


Send to: 


GAIA’S GUIDE’ 78 is now available. 
Fifth edition. New, revised and very expanded. 
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V. 


LESBIAN HOBOES 

THEIR LIVES AND TIMES 

by JR Roberts, illustrated by Roberta Gregory, in 

DYKE #5, Ethnic Lesbians 

AEso featuring: The Diaspora Takes a Queer Turn; A Jewish Lesbian Considers Her 
Past, by Janet Meyers; The Black Lesbian in a Malevolent Society f by Anita Cornwell; 

Scenes From the Life of o Jewish Lesbian, Alice Bloch; An Ever Emerging Lesbian 
Consciousness, by Yvette Laracuente; Ann-Semiiism in the Lesbian Movement, by 
Liza Cowan and Penny House. Can a Man Be a Woman? Some Lesbians Think So, 
Transsexuals and the Lesbian Movement. Also letters* commentary, analysis, recipes, 
beautiful graphics and more. 


A subscription to DYKE, A Quarterly costs $8.00 for four issues. A single copy costs 
$2.25 in women’s and gay stores, and $2,75 by mall. Please address all correspondence 
and submissions and make checks payable to Tomato Publications, 70 Barrow Street 
New York, N.Y, 10014, 














Once In A Blue Moon 
Productions 
Invites you To 

Blue Notes 
and Jazz 

ALIVE! 

& 

SILVIA 

28 Apr. 8pm. 
Fritchman Aud 
2936 8th St. 

$4 Tickets On 
Sale April 1 
at L. A. Area 
Women's 
Stores 
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TO LOVE 

A Lesbian Resource Book 



for lesbians, 
students, teachers, parents, feminists, 
legislators, counselors, and movement organizers 


ORDER NOW FROM: 

TIDE PUBLICATIONS 
8706 Cadillac Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90034 


Regular Price $12.95 
Now only $11.95 
With This Coupon 


Please send. 


.copies of Our Right To Love to: 


Name 


Address 


City. 


.State* 

















